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ABSTBACT • . 

. %Q isolate and focus cn the learning characteristics 
of the highly gifted, 101 gifted students were identified and ' 
interviewed over a 2-year period* Pour diiensicns of learning 
characteristics were analyzed: instructional style, peer context, 
independence, and variety* Aiaong findings fioa intervieifs were that • 
an opporuntity for discovery learning cr probles solving was nost 
important to these students; that highly gifted students at all 
levels wanted to choose the peer ccnteit in which they learn; that 
' the students described the^r needs for sowe part of their learning to 
be self -directed: and that' variety in learnj^ng experiences was va.lued 
by the highlf gifted throughout the study* Differences expressed' 
between gifted and conpci^ison groups «as also investigated, (Appended 
are tlie interview fom and interview^ responses*) (SBH) 
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The study contained herein- is a result of 
the coinmitment and dedication <^ the staff, 
of Palo Alto Unified, School District. Its 
concerp for students and for quality ex- : 
periences for those students has been- a, • 
forceful and consistent guide to the in- . 
vesfti gators of this project as it was 
eonce"ived and implemented. 

It is to them that this study is' dedicated 
in the- hopes' that in some small way it may 
"make a' difference. " - . 

* ' » f ■ 

' z"^" ' Ruthe.A'. Lundy. 
\ - Richard Car-ey ^' f 

Rosemarie- Mo5>re \ 
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DtasIONS OF LEARNING FOR THE 
* HIGHLY GIFTED STUDENT . 



THE PROBLEM 

In a school district^wi th a large proportion of 
students, identified as. academically gifted (20 per- 
cerrt in the Palo Alto Unified School District during 
the period of this study), the question arises as 
to the effedtiv^ness 'of the" programming for the en- 
tire-group of gifted students. Within -the group 
of. gifted much concern has been <^expressed, for the 
highly gifted (defined in this study as: 'those 3+ 
standard deviations above the mean on nationally - 
normed individual tests i.e. WISC or Stanford Binet, 
or with " I. y. scores above '145 or 148). The lite-ra- 
ture has' raised some questions about this group in ; 
comparisqn to •tho.se students in' the Ipwer ranges 
of giftedness (130 to U5). The program coordinator, 
and other staff worlcirvg with these students were 
concerned with the diffi'bulty of making qualita- 
tively difforent and appropriate educa'tional, programs 
for these students'. , ^ ' . ^ . 

In« view of these questiojis, it was decided to 
design a study for the piJrpose of -isolating and \^ 
focusing upon the learning characteristics of the 
highly gifted. Since the learning of these students* 
at the elementary level takes place .within class- 
room of students with varying ability, it was felt 
that some comparison of these ^characteristics with 
.those of the academically "average Palo Alto stu- 
dent" .(defined in this case .as students witji 
academic aptitude scopes on national norms tjetween 
50th and 75h percentfl^) might be of value. ** In , 
other words, what kinds ^f. individual programming 
might *b6 needed by^'the academical ly highly girted 
student which might be different from the needs of 
the larger number^ of academically average students 
within the/sajne classrooms? At the secondary level 



there are some special advanced groupings for the 
gifted; however, for a portion of the day they are 
in classes with average Palo Alto students. 



POPULATION • ' • ' 

— ( 

The Palo-AUo Unified School District, has a student 
enrollment of 12,500 (during the ^period of the 
study), and over 2600 had been identified as gifted 
using state criteria (i.e. over 20 percent).. St^te ^ 
criteria include an individual intelligence test 
-score at or above the 98th percentile in elementary 
school, or, at the secondary level J a group academic 
aptitude and an achievement score ^^n reading on math 
at or afciove the 98th percentile. 

Another perspective, on the abnormal distribution of 
the^ academically gifted in Palo^ATto is illustrated 
by Ihe graph below. It shows that over 30 percent 
of the gifted population have^ scores above .145. 
-The number of students who score 3+ standard de^via- 
tions above the mean (i.e. ]45 or above) in a normal 
distribution is 13 in 10,000, while in Palo Alto-it_. 
is approximately 420. per 10,000. Therefore,, it is 
clear. that if is not a smaller insignificant part 
of the student population tha^ is being studied./ 



TABLE - 1 ; 



Distribution of IQ Scores Within the 
Gifted "Range in Palo Alto, ^1974-'75 







14% 






9% 




\ A% 



IQ Score 130 135 140 145 150 155 160& above* 

(*The test norms do not discriminate very well above 
160..) 



SETTING ^ ' . . . 

<f ^ . 

Programming for the students identified as gifted in 
,Palo Alto spans twpt^decades.^ Provisiorit for these 
students at*the elementary Ijevel takes. the f orm ^of 
'enrichment wfthin the basically self-contained. 
' heterogeneouslx grouped classroom. These provisions 
^are individually designed programs which provid'e 
Qualitatively different experiences for the students,.^ 
At the secondary level 'Honors and Advanced Placement ' 
classes- are^.>/ailable for the student. ^ 

Student, teacher and parent ^y^l^tion of this sys- 
tem of providing -experiences for this population has, 
over the years, been generally positi-ve and supj- 
portf^ve. . \ ' 

As described in^^the statement of the problem above, 
however, some caQcern was felt for the educational 
programming for the students in the academically 
highly gifted range. 

' / ^ V 

PROCEDURES USED Ifl.THE STUDY OF HIGHLY GIFTED . 
STUDENTS AND THEIR APPROACHES TO LEARNING 

.- OVERALL METHODOLOGY 

the Study was conceptualized as essentially in- 
ductive. The method was to gather subjective 
data in a systematic way from a large number of 
.students identified as highly gifted. These data 
were recorded ofi tapes and transcribed for review 
by the, three investigators who helped design the 
data 'gathering .instrument. The analysis took 
. place over a' period *of two years with interim 
reports, -the formulation^of acjditional questions 
and the raising of new issues. 

^- ) ' * 

IDENTIFICATION OF THE SAMPLE . ♦ 

it is important to note^the details'of how our 
gifted sample was ideqtifiQd, The students were, 
identified as gifte.d by either a Weehsler Intelli- 
gence Scale for Children or a Stanford-Binet. 
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None of ^the students were chosen 'from those-. identi- 
fied by group measures. "Both of these instruments" 
put a certain premium upon speed -tf reactjon and 
timed exercises. Our-group of academically highly * 
gifted students -may also be'gifted in '^academic 
, speed;" that is, other potential l-y^highly gifted • 
studen^-withput the capacity for completjng aca- 
demic tasks qyickly might not be in our sample of 
^ighly gifted." Therefore, if this speculation 
Is correct, it has >(mpli cations for educational 
programming (and probably. for identification pro- 
cedures).- Our' sample o-neluded students who are 
: not only accurate but v'ej^'quici in their academic ' 
responses. " % . * 

At first the study was 'going to include only highly 
gifted subjects," but ea?ly in the pla'nning it was 
decided to add a compcirison group of stCidewts 
^matched qn sex, grade level and olass. The reason 
it 'was decided to add the comfjarison group was two- 

• fold. First, a_ frequent question from teachers 

and others when we preseoted the early findings * 
was, "But are these chaj?acteri sties any different 
from .other more average students?" Second, "How 
might your 'findings help-'us provide for this group 

V when they are in a learning environment with othec 
, PAUSD students?" Thus, a complfrison group was 

j_ , chosen to represent as nearly as possible ah 

, "average" PAUSD stOdent. Since the average score 
on group academic aptitude tests is about at the 

' ■ 65th percenti^l-e for all stcrdents, a range of from 
^ 50th tfirough 75th percentile was tfsed for selection 
to. the comparison group: , ' 

, Another change in sampling took place when the 8th 
and Ijth graded were added. The reason for this ' 
V/as the frequently raised qMestion, "Are ^there 
likely to be differen'ces in lea^^ni'ng characteristics 
of the highlyugiftg'd that rhange as they get ol'der 
and in higher grades ri3r will any generalizations^ 

• you reach hold for later years?" Also, teachers 
'and -st'aff in the secondary school' sK|wad definite 

interest in'any findings that might -help them pro- * 
. gram secondary school studentV. 



the sample for the^study is shown- in table ii: 



oVer a rangji 
, levels. ( 
• 


of developmental 


levels and grade 


> • 

TABLE. II. 






^ GPADE 


filfSHLY GIFTED 


COMPARISON 


\ 3 . 


30 


30 


' 5 • 


38 . 


38 , * 


8 


20 


20 


11 


23 





DEVELOPMENT OF THE INSTRUMENT- 

The first step for developing an instrument f or ^ 
desGrribing individual differences among very at^le 
> students 'was asking three teachers with consider- 

*ab1e experience teaching highly gifted students, 
td describe the, learning styles -and preferred 
learning -situations of highly gifted students • 
with whom they had worked-. (One teacher was ^ 

•^'also a parent of three such children.) This 
was completed on released time when teachers bad 
an opportunity to review the'ir experiences ifi ♦ 
depth, with- the. three investigators 'taking nptes 

"and listening to their commentary. : 

-These descriptions gav^^he investigators some 
, fn-depth descriptions of how highly gifted stu- 
dents react in classesn/hich contain a wide 
range of academic aptitude. From these descrip- 
tion? standardized intervi-ew questions were 
generated. The expectation was that very^able 
students could provide analy^'is'and in^ght into 
'their learning characteristics when provid^ 
• with the right stimulus. 

■ p A^ructured interview of fifteen items was de- ^ 
veloped^' and 'tried with a small. sample of fourth' 
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^a-nd twelfth grade -hjghly able students.* In 
addition/ the same instrument (si igbtl^ ,rewo|:ded) 

,was used for teachers s>f elementary students ^ 
(third ands-jtifvth grade) 'who were also interviei^ed. 
(See Appendiit'i )' The^appropriateness of the ques- 
tion? ^efemed to be confirmed by the. reactions ob-* 
'twined from th&*teachers and tfie grade groups. 
Ir> a'ddp'tion,' several us'efu-1 lntervi^**"probes'* 
were developed, making for a more reliable inter- 

^'view instrument* This same instrument was used 

. for the entire, sampl ing ^group, and- interviews 
Vere tape-re,cb'rded and tVanscribed^ for review by 

^ the investigators. - 



- ANALYSIS O F DATA • . • - ' ' 

■■■ ■ m . . ■ ■ - # 

The prb.cess of doing the gnt^rviewi^rrg of all. the 
grout)s sampled ^aad getting the data transcribed 
was lengthy and took ,plac^^over two years.' Dur- 
ing tt|is time interim statusVeports v/ere^given 
'to teachers, administrators' and guidante wor-kers.. 
Thes'^ reports resulted intthe enlargement of the 
study ,from^ an elementary level to include second- ' ' 

lev^l, cind the developmenlj of comparison . * \y 
group. A desTrable result of the interim repdrts^ 
^ was a widespread use,df the interview ins,trumentV 

by school staff ^"n developing programs for the 
* ^^eijeral students identified as gifted. \* ^ 

^ The analysis of , the data proceeded oi^er many * f * 
. meetings and d^cussions after reai^lhg and ce-' " 
Xeading^he: interview transcripts? jf}is resulted 
in the^Bbtification nf four dimensions which 
~. seemed iWrescri be the l&arning chara^risiics ' 
. ' of the highly 'gifted,' TheSe-'dimensrons- were:. 



• - A. Instructional style ^ ^ ' ^ \ 

* ' ^ * Peer, context ' * ' ^ 

' C. Independence ^ * 

D. Variety /?'^ . \ 

'The discU5fio't> of the^ f indirt^s of the study will 
' be-'organized ar6und^'these four areas. ^ 
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A. results: instructional style 

« » * • 

« 

The Importance of the teacher's instructional 
methods and styla is a major theme 'with highly 
gifted students at all levels. Wheji asked to ^ 
desct*ib*e "besf, jnost rewar*ding experiences of/ 
•the school'year," or, the settings "where ydu 
learn best," the highly gifted included examples 
. , of Aching methods and of teacher responsive- 
nqgs toward student ideas. ' ^ > ' 

An opportunity for discovery learning or prob- 
lem solving is most important to these stu- 
dents, with the adult resources available 
according to a student's need for them. For 
example,, * , ^ 

♦ ' "I like tp discover" fact;s and 

things, rather than having 
\ , someone tell me thirgs..." 

r and t " - 

"I like. a teacher > who does not 
help you all the time, onty 
when you really^eed help,", 

. Teaching methods eited as giving chances' |or 
. . • discovery learhi,ng are*class discussions, 
projects, problems or applications of new 
knowledge, simulations and learning games. 

To be without the^time a'nd opportunity to 
Hocafte information and to use new y^^ays * 

/of learning brings disappointment and 
disinterest for the gifted students. Fre- 
quent or routine use-of aii^ method (lectures, 
'reading with reports to, follow, same boo.k 

. or workbook. Same kind of tests) prevents v 
theic discovery of new ways of learning. ^ 
yhile g-iving students answers or information 
prevents,^ their discovery experiences, they 
^ nention, also" that use of single or few 
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methods of study prevents a variety o'f experience 
, in their learning hoW to learn. 

' Enough, Students describe the importance of dis- 
covery learning experience and of applying or 
sharing their knowledge, that programs for gifted 
students need to include such opportunities 
routinely. Each day, in some subject area$, and 
weekly for all subject areas, highly gifted stu- 
dents probably need to .have these opportunities. 

* . * 

A teacher's readiness to listen ^ to respect and 
understand what students ^say, and to accept sugr 
gestions are also very important to the learning - 
of highly gifted students, at all levels. 

Typically, 

"I like teachers who are understanding. 
• They act like they really care for you, 

(and) they make things fun for the whole 
* class."... 

and ' %j 

"o..a teacher who likes to talk about 
things, who listens to you, too, who 
doesn't iri^errupt and change the subject." 

and n^' • 

*'...one yfho checks if we understand, 
accepts our ideas.... one who takes sug- 
gestions;" 

The quality of responsiveness desired in a teacher's 
style is remarkably similar for high! ys gifted stu- . 
dents grades 3-11. 

A teacher's humorous and playful approach to in- 
struction is also appreciated by many highly gifted 
students. 

"I like , she is funny -and we 

laugh a lot! I don't like a' tfeacher 
who yells at you and gets^ad. ..." 

and 

44 ' . • 



"I would use games to learn things/. .it ' s 
f fun and I learn more t^afway..." 

and ' . 

"My teacher helps me more and does it* 
by making a. little joke." 

The kind'of lightness^ t\\e keeping of a perspective 
of several views at one time described by Irighly , 
gifted students*, is reminiscent of tjie ways many 
of them use their own imagination in school 
learning situations. (See interview Question: 
\^hat Part Does Imagination Play in Your Life?) 

Perhaps an ability or a preference for playful 
approaches to a situation is an aspect gf some 
highly gifted students' learning style. It 
would be interesting to investigate whether those 
highly gifted students would rank high on tests 
.of creative or playful us^s of objects and con- 
cepts^ For while giftedness and creativity 
are riot closely related in the general population, 
for those students who are highly gifted and 
specifically creative in such ways, school pro- 
grams could include provision for their individu- 
al learning style. 

Instructional style and aspects of learning 

The identification of highly gifted students is 
by an individual intelligence te&* score. Bothx^ 
Wise and Stanford-Binet tests measure abstract 
and conceptual ability. ..the ability to generate 
and. use concepts. The tests present standardized 
situations that require new uses of old concepts, 
or development of concepts, for successful perfor- 
mance. , Highly gifted students succeed above 99 
percent of the population. So, it is not sur- 
prising that students selected for very high , 
ability also gain great personal satisfaction- 
from using their* conceptual ability in school 
learning situations through discovery, learning 
of new concepts'^ dn'd using familiar concepts in 
new ways . ' ' 

1 /r 



' Differences by de\^e1opmenta] level ^ \' 

. While many similarities exist across school levels 
in the student preferences for instructional 
style, it is interesting to look at differences * 
as well . . s * \ 

Secondary school highly gifted students more often 
prefer and learn "best ^when aptivities are clearly 
'related to the purpose of the' class, when teachers / 
^ 'Show their own interest in the subject and the^ 
activities, and when the class atmosphere* is in- 
formal yet busy. Perhaps the' departmental organi- 
zation of studies, and the teacher's evident choice 
of materials and approach, lead o.Tder students"to\ 
n'btice^such learning situations. .They describe 
personal behavior by teachers, in contrast to a 
Vole' or a 'procedure^' 6f 'teaching, as helping 
them learn better 'in drl} subjects. 

Elementary school highly gifted more often describe 
humor. Tightness, and* learning through garnes .as 
important qualities^ for their learning settings. 

Differences between highly gifted and above^average 
groups ' \ ' 

Many qualities of teachers', behavior" toward students 
are desired* alike by the two. groups. .caring and 
interest, listening, providing variety of methods 
for learning, allowing for students to work at 
different speeds and work with students of Tike 
* * speeds, and allowing studerjts to pursue different 
interests within each subject area. 

Yet, Important differences are found in the purpose 
y of adult (teacher) availability and interest in stu- 
dents. The above average students want thorough 
explanations, non-judgmental assistance when having 
difficulty, and a teacher taking time to help and 
not hurried or impatient in responding. This is in 
contrast to the members of the highly gifted group . 
I who wanted to be left alone until they ask for aid, 
\ then as little as necessary, so they can return to 
^ ^-heir solitary or small group learning efforts, 

ERIC * .16 " . . 



. B. results: peer context"^ 

Peer' context Is, a major element in school learning, 
and, the student intervlgw^'.included very dearly • 
described sets o? Vefriatior\s which actually in- 
-fluence their learnjJig ex^Sffrtences. 

Highly, gifted students at all levels want to 
choose, the "peer' context in which they learn, 
and i;hey/,a1 so- halve definite purposes /or the 
chdi.ces'they would make, Twq aspects^of peer 
context seem, to be important: learning with others 
or learrijng alone , and teaching others, including 
* tutoring * . - « 

War<king,or-M earning aloqe helps many students to 
diBvelop understandiJig through riding, to improve 
personal cojppetence in writing oVin music, and 
to^ formula^6 ideas. Sbme students make the choicd 
f<fr learning alone by subject matter s^jch as 
English or TOthematics, others by^ activity s.uch 
as discussion vs. paper work. ^ 

Small classes or small , groupings up ,to ten are 
chosen for snared learning acti\rrties such as 
projects; or ror the teacher to' serve as consul- 
tant while students share their learnings and ^ 
their methodslof finding out via discussion. 

Tutoring or teaching others is cited also as a 
desirable way to learn. To help someone is 
reported. a good way to understand better onesejf, 
and it brings satisfaction to tielp another or to 
be sougfjt for' yelp. At the same time, several 
students clearly state they do not like to, help 
others, or only in certain subject areasT So 
ii;id1^idual prererences are /very important among 
t>1ghly gifted students in this sub-dynension. 
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Differences by deyelopmental level 



While highly girted students want the choice gf 
individual and group, settings, tlje^ elementary . ' 
• students cite subject matter 'area as the. basis' for 
choice more often than secondary students. The. 
older students, however, more of tgn -mention the 
, pleasure of doing well with peers, or of sharing^, 
ideas together and developing new viewpoints than 
do the elementary students* Since the social 
learning experierices are very j'mporta^rit to second-.. 
,ary school-age^ students, this difference j-n pur- 
, pose served by gV^oup settings is not surprising, ^ 

Differences between highly gifted and above average 
groups , , ' 

Both groups want choice of peer confexti^whether 
to learn a\^ne or with smalT groups. The above 
average groUp cites the purpose erf mutual aid, of 
getting *and;giving necessary help,^of wprking to- 
.gether. The highly gifted groups ci.te feha discijss-^ 
ioqs \5thich produce different opinions and ways of 
lea/ningvas the purpose for group vyork. 



C. results: independence *And decision-making ^ 

At all grade levels studied, the highly gifted 
students described in the. interviews their need 
or desire fpr some part of their learning to*t)e 
self-directed. Tnis is a very frequent theme in 
the iliterviews; For example, a typical reaction 
to the question, "How do you learn. most enjoyably 
and best?" , ' . - 

,."I^like the kind of class where you are. 
put oxiy<)UX own.'..;.it i*s more fun. I ^ 
don't like to -sit and be bored." • , , 

* * , 

The very strong desirej for' independence is accom- 
panied by difcussion 'suggestirJg .that for many of 
these students the lack^ of some independence in 
learning is painful. ..Closely reVa^d is the ob- 
servation that this need is r.elated to pace ^and ' . 
-timing. ,Some students cite the, disadvantage in 
frequently -finishing ahead of (Hhers and either 
being punished by be.ing assigned repetitious work 
(which most often highly gifted student^ do not 
need), or simply wasting time/doing nothing. 

So many of 'the highly gifted students describe 
problems of this kind in their learning that it * 
seems important for many, students to design, edu- 
cational experiences which program "independence" 
into thelj: learning. Also, perhaps a well-balanced 
program for the highly gifted student needs to 
revfew' whether they have the study skills or 
maturity to be self-directing. Rather clearly 
they desire, ""and they have differences in academic 
aptitude that 3tr*ongly suggest, the need of in- 
dependence in their learning program, particularly 
Yor that part- of learning related to timed assign- 
ments. 



Lea rm' rig' tn relatiorw.to independence -- differences 
fop the ^.ightv gifted' and above average ' 

The" iflterv news revealed a considerable difference 

betwijren "above. av6ra.ge" ancj "highly gifted" stu- / 
.de'nts in relati5n'. to independence in learning anA^- 
• thp time.dimens'TOiv. Both, groups made comments.^- 
'garding beingjable to decide how fast to cov^r ,' 

ftaterfals, but the average group more oft^n wanted 
-things to gaJpore slowly. The highly 'gifted al- 
\ most always wanted to be free to go ahead on their 

own faster^, and they felt slowed down by waiting 
■for othejri- "^V by having an assignment that was; not 

apprbprtfatg to the time span given to it. - 

' AnatHer possib^le difference', although no-t so clear 
cutv''-is that the highly g'ifted tended to have more 
cdrffidence that they could go ahead on their Ln. 
They more frequently described the teacher as the 
"consultant" for the use of. their time" rather than 
..the "director." The teacher who can help them 
^at the time they need help, and then provide them, 
with another assignment, is of great value to them. 
Whereas the patient teacher who carefully takes 
the time- to- go over l^eftrning careful 1y is more fre- 
qu^tly identified by the a5;^ve-average students. • 
Thus, "although the degree of, maturity was not/^- 
viously different for the highly gifted and above 
average student, more highly gifted students seem 
confident in going ahead independently in learning 
situations, if allowed to do so. 

^"^ " , » '> • 

Another possible difference in functioning might 
be termed "desire for depth o^^ pursuit." vMore high- 
ly gifted indicated a desire to pursue a subject 
area at some length in some detail. This may be ' 
viewed as contradictory to the earlier observations 
but actually ifis not. Finishing up the "compul- • 
sory" or "basic", content does not mean it has to 
be superficial. Once a student gets past funda- 
mental learning the question of how' to. do more 
creative -or self-expressive activitie^^^becoijies im- 
portant. For examp>e, highly gifted' students often ' 
gave a description of a lengthy detailei( type of. 
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project as thetr "iitgh po-int" of leanning for the 
school* year. I _ 

^Another frequently mentioned point by the highly 
gifted students was related to having to do. workbook 
or repetitious exercises* The repeated application 
of a concept' or Skillwith a number of identical or^ 
very similar proWem^ was boring and not felt to jDe ' 
prdductTve* Although the comparison group 'often 
had .similar comments 5 they were^not so frequent nor. 
sd'sharply 'worded. * / 

A final comment about the research, methodology in^ 
this study:' the highly gifted were identified on*^ 
the basis of two different individual Jtests wtiich 
were largely verbal.. Because the identification - , 
procedures put so much e<jipha§is upon Verbal apti-^ 
tude, it is difficult to separate what is really'^ 
"different" 'in their learning style ^ from what is • , 
simply, said "more clearly or , eloquently; • Many . 
of th6 dimensions of desired independence 'are , 
similar -to those found in any discussioi>pf in- 
dividualized ^learning, but th^. highly gifte'd . 
s^em to articulate these needs mor? clearly and 
urgently than others » possib'Ty bec^lise they 
experience the^ p^ins of lack of individualized ^ 
programing 'mpre, and possibly because they are * 
more articulate in explaining what th^y wouid , ^ 
like ,to have happen to them in academic situations. 



Differences by dgvel(>pTneqtal level or grade / 



Since our study covferfe-ihird through eleventh 
grade^ it is interesting to note differenq^ • 
that might be attributed to age and mafuirity 
of learners, or to the dif/erences in the kind 

*of educational programing they were experiencing, 
The^^senior high students less frequently com-' 

- plained of lack of options than did the younger 
students. Possib]y the senior high' prograrfiing 
does' provide more'options, and also, possibly 
they, have more frequently learned to discover ^ 
^ 'or create new options for themsel\^es. Also,'' 

Q *.he discussion of learning tends to reflect 
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; .^subject area .disciplinary differencejs more frequent- 
/;.,ly in the higher grades*^ . , ' 

. Another differenge is that^the higher. grade students 
are more likely.. to have specific critical commentary 
. Sibout a teachen% style and how he/she jnjght im- 
* ^["^ prove than the lower grade students* .The element 
of "activism" with regard to teachers and'ecjiieation 
is more evident >n the Jateir years. In fact,^ it " 
W9S interesting to note the^ large number of highly 
gifted who describe giving input that improves the^^.. 
teacher's performance as an outstanding or a "hjgh 
point" edycationaV.experience for them* -Possibly ^ 
programing thatjencqcrrages more discuss^ion.o/ the.^. ' 
educational process itseTf and how to alter it is 
valuable for the older highly gifted student. 

One other difference \s in relation to grades and 
out-of-class activities. The secondary students 
; mention grades and evaluation of learning muchj 
'more frequently. -Jhis is not surprising since the, 
. ^ elementary students \hcive their progress reported 
in conferences, wheres^ the secondary students 
have their progr^ess repor.ted on written cards. The 
highly gifted, more frequently than^ the above 
average sample, find grades newar^jng. An interest- 
ing corollary is that at the higher grade level 
;^the above average studj^nt more frequently than did 
the highly gifted mentioned a .social or .sports'fevent 
as rewarding. Px)ssib*ly the students' schoor"style ' 
^ of life" is influenced much more clearly by methods . 
of reporting pupil progress*" in the secondary school 
than in the elementary. Despite^the obvious dif- 
ferences,^ however, it was possible to mistake^the 
comments of. some o'f the younger highly gifted stu- ^ 
dents with the i)lder ones. Ways of describing the' . 
impact of school and learning a>e not so radically 
different as to be easily discerned. 

Similarities in above average'and highly gifted * 

Most of the above .discussion related to differences. 
^ A number of similarities exist.- One is that much 
* oV what the highly gifted students describe is - 
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; * different^nly in sharpness of expression. 

Another snmilarity seemed to axist with regard to 
• subjeci matter. Both groups tended to want more 
structure in science, math and langjiage, and 
more independence in English and social studies. 
This near consensus did not seem to be related 
to liking or not, liking a subject area, but 
jrelated to the subject area. 
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'D. results: varie 




Variety in learnirjg/experiences Is valued the 
highly gifted' th)|^ghout the .study. By definition 
variety means\ar\j^ous, varied, lack of monotoriyo 
The importance of such diversity in school experi-' 
ences became apparent' through .student ^responses 
<4:o questions j^o. 1 (What is the most iinportant 
thing that happened in strhool today?). No. 4 
(What was the most QXcitin^ school experience 
last^ygar?) and HoSlB (If you could have any 
kind of situation at school ihat you wanted, what 
kind of thing would you ask for?)^ /The interest/ 
value in variety was expressed inH:wo dimensions: 
va^^iety of experience and activities witjjjn the 
parameters of a subject, e.g. reading, English, 
math, and interest in a variety of in^rtictional 
methods used by the teacher. 

In comments relating~to variety within a subject 
area, students included interest /n "more experi- 
ence witih' different type^ of science/' "using 
real objects in math/' "more selection of books in 
the ^class;room," '*go in de'pth irt a subject/' "learn 
What black history had to do with us today, not 
100 years ago," "discuss ideas," "computer classes," 
"language labs" an^ "we did research on^^^iina — 
all about* mythical animals like dragons and lions*" 
Students also made an appeal for new and different 
assignijients^ e.g. -do an autobiography of their 
parents, make a pupp^et show of tiheir v»isit to the ^ 

200.* ' ' 

Vai^^iety in instructional methods included copiments . 
on the' valup of seminars, plays, making of bulletin 
boards, movies on various subjects, independent ^ 
study, smalKgrou^D study, alternatives, to reports 
for displaying f^nowledge, slides, tapes, plays, dio- 
ramas, creative stories, rewriting resource mateHals. 
kids teach ;kids, special interest groups. Field 
trips were valued and plea^ to: "Let us leam in t^he 



coinnvunity. When taking cooking, let us' go to 
restiauifants and see how people cook." "I^et us' « 
seVwh^t occupations 'are like," trips* to mis^sions, 
planetariCiras , zooa. The use of resource persons 
in the classroom was* mentioned particularly by 
the older students. **5*he most exciting exf^erience 
for me last week was the law student ^ho came to 
talk about fre*edom of the press." 

One fifth gradeV said, "what's exciting to me; is 
learning something Aewl" 



Differences between the highly gifted and the 
above average ' 

.Both' groups identifieJMas valuable field trips, 
resource persorjs, multiple media and alternative 
•assignments, as ways to display learning. The 
highly'gifted, however, responded more quickly' 
and more relevantly and were more fluent. In -their 
responses. FiFrthermore, they seem to carry an 
experience to a greater depth or a more complex 
level . ' For example, ' ' s 

""We heard a tape on China and I t^|j»|ht* ^ 
\about bep.ng Chinese — my life woifflr • 
certainly 'be idif^f^rent. " . 



"We visited Sari ^JuaTi Mission. The 
priest who took around was very^ 
* interesting."^ ^ 

, "We made a movie of the Boston T^a 
Party." • 

^'We did a puppet show of....'* 

^ "I jaaade a scale model of...." 

The application of aa experience and the per- 
ceived impl icatTt^ns of an experience appeared . 
to be more characteristic of the highly gifted 
than the c^ve aveppt^ 
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Differences* by. d6"e1opmgnta1 age 
The youngest chiTdren in the silidy. th| third ^ 
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land fifth grades ,* both highly gif.ted and'above^ . t 

average ,\had more difficulty recall ing and being ^ 

specific *about "excjting'^school experiences or,. - 

, ' "how they might change things/ Their comments* > 

.were much more 'related to a school routine and . 

^.teacher and p6er relationships than wfere the older 

^ones» 'The abpve average youn^nes 'Veemed to be * \ 

^searchip'a\for the right answers to tljp questions. 

^ The dld€r' studeiifs seemed more. free in the ex-' ^ . 

, - ' pression of -thelr^ ideas', with the highly gifted V 

" - making frequent reference to the power or effect' 

of ''the teacher^ on the breadth or '1 imjtations ^of 

V learning' experiences. * . ' . . • 

' ' ■ • i» ' * 

• . ' \ /" - • 

* Similarrgtes 'between hiqhly/pgj^fted responses and 
, ^ aboVe 'average, students _ / . ^ 

Simi^ities between The responses trf-the highly 
^ gif tea* students and those^ in tjie"" comparison gijpup '\ 
were moi^e apparent in grades three , and five than<|^ 
' in 'grades eight and ejjfeven,* Thejjaungfer students 
of both .groups identified multipT*^ items which 
reflected variety exciti.ng ami important.' The 
. . .highly gifted students, , however, .included more ' , . 
items and* described th^^ irT^greatelkdetai 1 "V^r^'et/* 
as i'dentifie^d as important and exgi^-n^j by 8th a^nd ' - 
J ,11th gra(;je highly gifte^ a^jd ;lboue aVerage stu- i 
' dents was in npost instances related to'.grades and ^ 
^>ersonal achievements.'' These older .students also 
,^ * provided gl^ater detail* and number , of items in 4 
tlieir responses than did the above average. ^ 

The'^mpiications^of stujdent re^^ponses to itejiis^ ^ 
^ , which refate to .vagpiety in leln^niYig e)jj)eriences ) 
' •seem clear* ExcitiTig ai^d^impor'tant experiences 
^ for highly gif*^d students a^re those which are- 
ppen-ended, prov-ide opportunities to use pr^ 
viously^ learned skills iJi differel^: cohtei(ts and 
ooes wiiich, Sllow for accelerated ^periences. * ^ * 

o ' . - • - . - .-f^ 



, Additionally, the use of the H;ommunity as" an ex- 
* tension of the cl^assroom enhanced learning for 
all students in the study. ^Scheduling undoubted- 
.ly swerves as, an impedipaent to the field study 
* . trip concept in the secondai^school and, there- 
. fore, accofnmodations for tnis concern of students 
x ' my be difficult. The elementary school, however 
should have^no 'such problem and could take full 
advantage of opportunities outside the classroom 
'te enrich students* learning "^periences. 
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0^her> Uses of interview Form 

During the. conduct o'f this study, the tRree in- 
vestigators had grown interested in the'^potential 
use of the interview instrument by teachers. 
Several teachers who attended discussion sessions 
where the interim results were presented also had 
influired about using the interview to gather use- 
ful material for their planning. 

We reviewed the results of the study for impli- 
cstions about the usefulness of a workshop for 
interested teachers. 

'The interview itself, taking 20-30 minutes,, mtght^ 
be very useful as a tool, to teachers for individu- 
alizing instruction for any student. Most 
characteristics of good learning settings,** of . 
helpful teacher behavior and peer context were 
similar for the highly gifted and the average stu- 
dents. All interviews had incl uded' students* 
descriptions of actual "good" experiences (which 
are possible to replicate) and "disappointing" 
experiences (which could be avoided). 

So, a teacher of highly gifted students could use 
the same kind of information about instructional 
settings in ir^dividualizing for other students as 
V(el 1 . 

Teachers Learn Interview Procedure 

A" two-hour training workshop was incl^uded'in a" 
regular school district autumn conference. '"It 
was designed and led by one investigator^and a 
psychologist colleague and in;:luded experience in 
being interviewed as well as interviewing, and 
ways to^use the results with highly gifted students 



and those with more typical aptitude. ^ 

Pre> test/Post- test Measure for Individualizing 
Instruction 

A future use of the interview would be to examine 
some results of student-teacher planning through 

/interviews after the learning settings preferred 
by the student had been provided. For example, 
would some students prefer different features in 

" their programs after a period of 4, 6^ 10 weeks? 
Would students request more specifically as .they 
learned more about their learning under their 
preferred conditions? Many questions could be 
investigated, using a student interview metliod, 
as to effects of -individual izing programs and 
upon teacher planning. 

Since highly gifted studejits do articulate- so 
clearly the experiences and preference! of most 
students, they are a marvelous resource to 
teachers in J earning about what is currently 
important for individualizing group learning - 
settings. The pleasure which the highly 
* gifted students describe from informal dis- 
cussion about areas of common interest with 
their teachers also underscores * the ready regard 
they "have for teachers who^ work with them. 
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SUMMARY AND SOME POSSIBLE .IMPLICATIONS 



The implications described in this summary are 
offered in the spirtt of sharing hunches and' 
insights gained from listening toV reading trans- 
cripts and talking .about wTiat these students 
seemed to be' saying *to us with some consisteitcy.* 

1. Providing frequerit opportunities to learn^ 
.through discovery is irrrportdnt to many, 
,Qf the highly gifted. . - 

2. Highly gifted students comprehend' basic , 
concepts quite quickly. Their discovery 
learning experiences may be -combined with 
either depth or tJreadth of pursuits as they 
choose.. Thus, for example, a .learning 
ceFiter, or a loq^eleaf notebook or cardfile 
of 'activities and" applications, elaborating 

t or 4jsing basic concepts, could be an ap- 
proach to giving independent choice and 
' discov^rylearning oppotuni ties. 

3. The matter of pacin^nits of learning de- 
serves attention by* the teachers of highly 
gifted. Highly gifted -students report 
finishing concepts and units more rapidly 
than others. Since they qften 'repo^^t also 
the desire for greater depth,, it may be 
possible to arrange -for further pursuit 

^ fojlowihg completion of the basics. . 

4. The frequent high vaM^e placed on^indepen- 
dence- of pursuit suggests sti.ll afiother 

• strategy. If -the' teacher, early in the 
school year, can get some feeling for how 
'Confident the, student As in his/her gbility 
to proceed independently, the teather can 
provide more ef£gct.1^e assistance in 'in- 
dependent" work or make an early start in 
* using 'the a^bi^ity already developed. Once 
established, fhis makes it possible 'without 
a'^great deal of extra teacher time to pro- 
'vfde the greater depth or breadth the student 
wants\ . ^ ^ 

Jli an '■ ' : 



5.. The highly gifted ^students often provide 
_ Insights, not only into their own learning' 
but that of others as well. Many of these 
students spoke very highly (especially in 
the upper grades) 'of an opportunity given 
by some teacher. for them to contribute to 
the design. or improvement of a learning 
environment. This has the additional 
,val<^^ of preventing an overemphasis' upoin 
^ independence at the expense of being a 
part of the larger group in a meaningful 
.way/ 

6. -The expressed needs for variety by these 
students often seem well served by open- 
ended cissignments, the opportunity to use 
previously learned concepts or skills in 
different contexts and allowing for ac- 

, celerated experiences. 

7. " Broadening the^conciept of school so as to 
include the community resources ^and 
specialists will provide the challenge^, 
stimulation and depth of exploration cited 
by highly gifted of ? great value to 
learning.. - 

8. Vary the manner in which instruction 
^occurs. A written report is. only one 
way to display or share information^ 
Other Ways could include debates, slides, * 
seminars* To apply knowledge to a 

' . creative form of communication has the 
additional benefit to Students of rea- 
cquiring the use of high' cognitive skills. 

9. A number of the highly gifted spoke 
quite negatively about .wQrkbook. of re- 

' pe.titious exercises, the repeated appli- 
cation of a concept or skill -with a number 
of identical or very similar problems 
was often views as unpleasant, 

^ There ar^a number of questions related to our' 
origiria> problem that we were not able to deal 
with very^well. The question "ST^whether the 
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highly gifted are being served as well as possible 
is not answered by the data; it is clear that the 
students in the study itlentified^as highly gifted 
* ^ did not appear tote an unhappy or disconteirted^ 
group* As pointed out above^ however, there did 
seem to be evidence, that in some cases there are 
strategies that might assist in building better 
individual programs for some of these students.' 
Finally, as discu§sed in the section on "spin off," 
much of what was learned simply related to having 
the /time to talk io students about what they- were 
experiencing and learning and what they would like 
mor)B or.^ess of as they progress. , Where .time is 
taken for this,^ it appears to benefit students 
of all ranges of aptitude and gives the academically 
highly -gifted ^chance to provide insights that 
are often, unique and valuable to others as well aS 
themselves. 
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paijD alto unified school district . , 
. advanced i^ograms department • 

^•interview data sheet ' ' 

Write in.sluranary of students comments. 



'1. 



2. 



3. 



4.' 



5. 



6. 



7. 



WHAT, IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING TH^T 
HAPPENED IN SCHOOL TODAY? (alone or with 
others? how di(^ it come about? momentarji 
or prolonge'd?)- 

WHAT WAS THE MOST BORIN<^ TOING FOR YOU 
TODAY? (alone or with others? how did it. 
come about? momentary or prolonged?) 

WHAT* DID YOU THINK -ABOUT OR IMAGINE TOoiY 
THAT SEEMS WOHTH REMEMBERING ?^.^^^ ^ 

THINKING BACK/ WHAT WAS THE MOST fiXCITll^G, 
MOVING, UPLIFTING OR "PEAK" SCHOOL EX- 
PERIE^ICE 'OF THIS LAST SCHOOL YEAR?' * 




8. 




THINKIt^G BACK, WHAT WAS THE MOST DIFFICjuLT, 
UNHAPPY, DISAPPOINTING, SAD OR "VALLEY/] \ 
SCHOOL EXPERIENfPE THIS LAST SCHOOL YEa'r? ' ' , 

COMPARING WHAT^HAPPENS IN SCHOOL AN6 OUT OF ^ 
SCHOOL, WHAT IS DIFFERENT ABOUT* THE IMPORTANT 
THINGS IN SCHOOL AND OUT OF SCHOOL TO YOU? 

Are THERE TIJINGS YOU ARE VERY INTERESTED* JN 
THAT YOU DON'T DISCUSS IN SCHOOL? WHY? WHAT 
''might make this different if SCHOOL COULD BE ' 
CHANGEP? " ' * 

WHAT PART DOES IMAGINATION PI^Y" IN YOUR LIFE? / 
WHAT DO YOU USE IT FOR? HOW DOES IT HELP ^U 
(OR DOES IiQ?) ? 

IN WHAT KIND OF CLASS SETTING OR WITH WHAT KIND ^ 
OF TEACHER DO YOU LEARN BE;ST (MOST E^JOV ABLE AND 
IN DEPT^) 7 ' ^ . \ . ' ' 



10. HOW WOULD you' ORGANIZE SCHOOL OR H^cWT^ - 
\rrAIIGED so that you or others like fOU COULD 

LEARN BEST? (Self-study,^ small groups of 
, other students you could' teach* as well as 
be taught? )• . " - 

11. WHEN DO YOU LIKE TO liEARN a£oNE? WHEN DO , 

* YOU LIKE TCTliARN WITH OTHERS? ' / ' 

12/00 YOU HAVE, SOME lEACHERS YOU LIKfe TO TALK 

TO ABOUT THTffcS IMPO'RTANT TO YOU? WHAT ABOUT ^ 
THEM MAKES YOU FEEL YOU 'CAN TALK TO THEM? 

f ' • . o 

13. WHAT KIND, OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU LIKE BEST?- 
WHV? how MUCH OF THE SCHOOL DAY GOES INTO V 
THIS KINd OF WORK? ^ • 

14. WHAT KIND OF SCHOOL WORK DO' YOU LIKE LEAST? - 

* 'WHY? HOW MUCH OF THE* SCHOOL DAY GOES .INTO . 
THIS? • ' ' ^ ^ * 

15. FINALLY, IF YOU COULD HAVE ANY KIND 'OF SITUATION 
AT SCHOOL THAT YOU*^WANTED AND STILL GET CREDIT, ' 
ETCw WHAT K^ND OF THING WOUi;<D YOU ASK FOR? 



January 1970 
AP 
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PALO ALTO UHIFUD SCHOOL DISTRICT,- Highly Gifted Project 

1, WHAT IS imWSr IMPORTAftr THING WT HAPPENED JN SCHOOL TODAY? 




Gifted (Gr. 3) 



Comparison Group 



Insects 

lelped us ^n art. 

tua) songs because 
Jltural day, 

WdrkiW on looms. ^ ^ 

Kostly matJ^and reading. , ' 

l^t and stitchery. 

Playing gawes - part of reciting is 

funk 

Running off the math sheets on the 
dit£o Bwchine. ' 

Going to the library. Did a 
worksheet on putting books in 
alphabetical order » 

Learn how to read Braille writing, 
splaying a card game in math. 
A movie with no ejid - we ha(J to 
maker the end. 

We got to finish any unfinished 
work. ' 

The math lab questions are fun. 
Reading. ' 
, Doing 5th grade math work. 
Student council. 

A play, about Geoirge Washington and 
I was in it. 

A fire drill - we had a real fire! 



Topic book - like horses. 
I like reading. 
Hath contracts 

Movie on Mex^ico • » 

Halloween^party 

Got to write abgut niy favorite subject - 
. dogs. y 
The Team (P.E. art, music, etc.) 
Tumbling 

Art - putting cellophane into windows 
to make them look pretty* 

Hade spice bills. ^ 

Surprise party for child who is Teaving. 

Movie ^bout Japan 

Map and pictures about Father Serra - 
was more fun than just talking about it. 

Had a "press conference." 



J 
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Question ? (con't)/" 



Highly 6tf6d (Gr. 3) 



CofQparlson broup 



I Inaglned what was happening In a 
story t was reading. * 

Usually It has to do with what !'ffl 
reading. 

riike to think about football. 

* I like to t!hlnk about skiing. 

A tnovle I saw on TV where birds 
attacked peq£l^. ' 

Ky plaao lessons - learned four new 
songs* , 

Hy first play - I fen butterflies 
In By stomach. 



We had t^do a report about dinosaurs 
and I thought at^ut what they were. 

Toa)orrow Is my birthday and I keep 
thinking about a science book I want^ ' 

One boy^n our cl^s went to Cupertino . 
and I like to Imagine what he's doing 
In his new school. 

I like to day dream about horses.. 



i|, WAS T>€ MOST EXCITING 



.EXPERIENCE LAST YEAR? 



I was excited about In whose class 
I would ber 

Game called four-man prison ball. 

Mejdcan style Xroas party. Pina'ta! 

Elfectlorv for Qlass president.^ * ' ^ 

Hy reading 4Rcher Is reading us 
"Helen Keller^ and Xtf exciting. 

Fractions. ^ 

Learning multiplication tables. 

PreMeam - doing experiments."^ 

Nothing In school but during vacation 
we weqt In a trailer all over. 

Field trip to the alr^rt. 

Math fm4 trip to tnr^uBerJwrket. ^ 

Moving" our desks around. 

Having iny regular teacher get back>^ 
after she Was out sipk ajong time. 

Wr1t1n$-to (iel^pals In Alaska. 

Studying Indians. Inforptatlon movies. 

Went to 4th grade class for math. 

Leai^lng how to^nake stories shorter. 

Science i Ar^ Fair. Tie-dying and 
water^ colors and clay masks. ' 

I brought niy rabbit to school to share. 
Joeing picked for studAt council. 



Studying about ^ndlans. 
Horklng^lth dry certs. ^ 
l^GuossIng hpjf many seeds In ^um^ln. 
Learned to write lonVHaod? * 
Learned about «mus 1c. A ^ 
Saw^ "Black Ballet", It was\lmportant7 
Teacher played the gut tar. 7 
Free activity time. ^ ^ 

Field trips - cSjSte J^lnt. ^ 
College kfds came and did a play. 
Had a festival of Mexico. 
Oral* reports. * 
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Question ? (con't)/" 



Highly 6tf6d (Gr. 3) 



CofQparlson broup 



I Inaglned what was happening In a 
story t was reading. * 

Usually It has to do with what !'ffl 
reading. 

riike to think about football. 

* I like to t!hlnk about skiing. 

A tnovle I saw on TV where birds 
attacked peq£l^. ' 

Ky plaao lessons - learned four new 
songs* , 

Hy first play - I fen butterflies 
In By stomach. 



We had t^do a report about dinosaurs 
and I thought at^ut what they were. 

Toa)orrow Is my birthday and I keep 
thinking about a science book I want^ ' 

One boy^n our cl^s went to Cupertino . 
and I like to Imagine what he's doing 
In his new school. 

I like to day dream about horses.. 



i|, WAS T>€ MOST EXCITING 



.EXPERIENCE LAST YEAR? 



I was excited about In whose class 
I would ber 

Game called four-man prison ball. 

Mejdcan style Xroas party. Pina'ta! 

Elfectlorv for Qlass president.^ * ' ^ 

Hy reading 4Rcher Is reading us 
"Helen Keller^ and Xtf exciting. 

Fractions. ^ 

Learning multiplication tables. 

PreMeam - doing experiments."^ 

Nothing In school but during vacation 
we weqt In a trailer all over. 

Field trip to the alr^rt. 

Math fm4 trip to tnr^uBerJwrket. ^ 

Moving" our desks around. 

Having iny regular teacher get back>^ 
after she Was out sipk ajong time. 

Wr1t1n$-to (iel^pals In Alaska. 

Studying Indians. Inforptatlon movies. 

Went to 4th grade class for math. 

Leai^lng how to^nake stories shorter. 

Science i Ar^ Fair. Tie-dying and 
water^ colors and clay masks. ' 

I brought niy rabbit to school to share. 
Joeing picked for studAt council. 



Studying about ^ndlans. 
Horklng^lth dry certs. ^ 
l^GuossIng hpjf many seeds In ^um^ln. 
Learned to write lonVHaod? * 
Learned about «mus 1c. A ^ 
Saw^ "Black Ballet", It was\lmportant7 
Teacher played the gut tar. 7 
Free activity time. ^ ^ 

Field trips - cSjSte J^lnt. ^ 
College kfds came and did a play. 
Had a festival of Mexico. 
Oral* reports. * 
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5, WHAT WAS THE MOST DIFFICULT, UNHAPPY, DISAPPOirfTING SCHOOL EXPB^IENCE LAST SCHOOL YEAR? 



'Highly Gifted (6r. 3) 



One day I didn't finish iny math and had 
to niss soise recess. 

A gajoe in P.l. was too hafd. 

When I finished the Srd grade material 
I thought I could go on to the 4th 
but By teacher wouldn't let me. " 

Our«teacher got parried and went away. 

^ ^^^^ ^ tough things. 

Multipltcation. 

JOur school will be c1osed«next year. 

Writing a lon^^pprt. v 

Topsy-Turvy day oo Friday - I missed 
it when I was sick. 

Changing classes on Hdndays. 

Jo study a. thing that I already know, 
like tn science - living and non- 
living things,^ 

Robertas English Is terrible. 

Hot having anything to do - its 
boring, ^ 

Hy teacher went awe(y - both our teachers 
had babies. I would like to have a 
man teacher like siiy brother. 

Rather be in the play than sit and 
listen to Tt. 

When the. teacher tells me to get back ' 
ta work wheari^m jDst fitting and 
thinking aboi^the math problems. 

Reading contracts were hard at?^ first 
*but now I guess I like them. 



Comparison Group 



Hath was difficult ands^disappointing. 

Didn't like our field trip td the library. 

Had to make a diary - if you didn't 
write in it, you were bad. Sometimes I , 
didn't have anything to say. 

Reading is difficult. 

Engl ish was ba^! 

Sometimes math wask hard, sometimes read- 
ing was hard, . 

Geography papers are hard to do. 



6. 



COMP/«ING y*V^T HAPPEKS IN SCHOOL AND OUT OF 
IMPORTANT THINGS IN SCHOOL AND OUT TO YOO? 



SCHOOU WHAT IS DIFFERENT ABOUT THE 



Highly Gifted (Gr» 3) 



Comparison Group, 



Out of school is Sometimes boring. 
Out of school I go bike riding,, play 
gaifies and cards. I have more time 
to -play. - • 

Out of school is fun things and in school 
the important things are serious things. 

I learn outside too; we sometimes go on 
a nature walk. 

Playing c^rds with my mother* 
iQ school they plan for you; outside you 
■ iM >.*p ^ an yourself, 

• ' I like conversations with my teacher; 
outside sometim3S^tds get too noisy. 

Having to skip a grade is better than 
finding a pond with tadpoles. Frogs 
can die, but you can stay in the 4th 
grade! 

No difference. 

There's bell to ring at Tiome. 



Math, spelTln^^d reading. I was put In 
the high group and this Is important. I 
ju»t read a book at home, at school, we 
dKcuss it. 

^work at school and Play at home. 
If you didn't go to scbool, you couldn't 
write or speak. Out of school I can 
build forts and get Into fights. > 
At home my grandma teaches me about 
cooking and knitting. At school we 
just do math and reading. At home 
things are fun. , 

At home you don't learn out of a book. 
Rules at school but not? the same at home. 
I work harder at school - at home I can 
collect stamps. 

At school you have to finish something • 
.even If you don't want to; out of school 
Vqu finish because you like winning. 

More exciting things happen out of school 



7, ARE T>CRE THINGS YOU ARE VERY INTERESTH) IN THAT YOU DON'T DISCUSS IN SCHOOL...?^ 



I like to knit and the teacher said 
twe may. 

Like to talk about math in school. 
We talk about it even at recess. 
Sometimes its about what I'm reading, 
but like the one Pm reading now, I 
don't hink anyone else woul* be 
interested in. 

to blow glass and make tiles. 
Offeuss sports. 

t*1ano pieces - I like to discuss that 
- with my teacher. My mother can "J 
nfemorize lots of them. 
What I plan to be when I grow up. 
I'm interested in how to keep the 
world good and clean. 



I'm very Interested in reading. 

9- 

Discussing animals. > 
I like science but we don't discuss 
it much. 

Changing rooms so you could learn in 

a different place. ^ ' 

Interested in space and we don't talk 

about it. 

Gardening. 

Sports. 

We discuss things like jnath and read- 
ing and English but we don't dif^uss 
stuff like animals and wild animals. 



* Question 7 (con»t) 



Highly ejfted (Gr. 3) 



Chemistry and science. 1 know all 
the stuff In the books we have. 
Mould like electronics, 

I*d like to use an experiment kltT" 

We get plenty of tloe to discuss 
things. I would like to make a 
cardboard wodel- of the new school. 
Hy teacher would help because she's 
good In art. ^ 

Tennis - have everybody^ bring racquets. 

He haven't discussed trees - we do 
discuss, plants scoetlioes in science. 



Comparison Group 



Collecting stamps and coins. But I 
gyess not everyone would be interested. 



8. WArPART DOES 1W6INAT10N PUY IN YOUR LIFE? HOW DO YOO IBE IT? WHAT DO YOU USE 1| TOR? 



Helps ne draw a design. - 

I imagine pictures while reading a 
book. 

In Social Studies, I iifeglne the Indians. 

flake up stories to »wke people laugh. 

Creative writing. 

Inventing things in the lab. 

It doesn't help me when I start to 
daydream In the middle of m^th. 
I. do this whenj gU bored. 

I make up stories when I have extra 
time. 

I imagine when I read. 
Khen I Match movies. 



Imagination helps with writing'a story* 

I like to Jmagine when I read - like 
now I'm reading "LortJ of Flies." 

Imagination helps in plays when you 
have drama • gives you a feeling for 
what you want to do and be. 

Writing stories. 

Thinking about the future - say 15 
years from now. 



i3 



9, IN HHAT Kir© OF CLASS SEHING OR WITH WHAT KIND OF TEAOCR DO YOU LEARN BEST? ' 



' ^ Highly Sifted (6r. 3) 



Comparison Group 



He get to do fun things after our work 
Is done. Hy teacher explains things 
until we really understand them. 

Xhairs In rows Instead of a circle. 

.1 learned from my brother before I 
" got to first grade so I'm ahead a 
little. 

Teachers that don*t yell.' © 

Recreation and art teachers. » 

Play games to learn things. 

Doing what you want to do when^ou. 
want to - you still learn the sane 
things but you make your own 
decisions. 

A teach^er'that gives good fss^gnroents. 

Demonstrations by the teacher. 

Hy teacher Is strict and yells a 
little and so I tr/ harder and I , 
learn more. 

1 like when everything is organized 
and you k/)ow what Is happening next. " 

Crossword puzz 1 es 1n«»ath and a 
scientlf^cexperiment kit. 

Making puppets for the stort«s*we 
read. 

I would like to try learning on a 
computer. 

Independent work. 



^ly teacher explains things and talks 
to you. 

A teacheC that lets you science for 
free time. 

Tables and chairs all around the 
teacher who talks with you. 

I like reading and learn best from 
this. 

I Hjce the teacher who teaches us fun 
things. ^ 

A nite teacher who doesn't yell. 

A teacher who puts the times tables 
on the board and work in, groups. 

Working in little groups. 

Extra stations Mn tlie room where 2 or 
3 can work together. 

Different people from different classes 
get together for reading. » 

I like a teacher who kee^ ^t quiet. 

Lots of free time to do anything we 
want. 
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ID. HOM WOULD YOU ORGWIZE SCHOOL OR H^VE IT ARRANGED SO THAT YOU OR OTHERS LrKE,YOU 
COULD LEARN BEST? 



Highly Gifted (6r^ 3) 



Cooiparlson Group 



Upp^r grades and lower grades should get 
out, at the same time. We should be 
able to woi:k alone. 

School not for pla^^ only to learn. 
I like to learn alone but I like td help 
others when they can't get it the first 
• ttroe. 

Independent work. 

Small groups with more teachers to help 
the groups. 

Help the students In math that need It. 
Using the coinputer Is Interesting. 

Voting on whether we should do something 
. like spelling. 

Soiall groups where we make up our own 
work sheets. ^ 

« Start school later - move desks around 
often - shorten math so I don*t have - 
to wait for the slow ones. 

Go into th^next speuer when you're 
ready. I should go into the 4th 
speller because the Erd Is too easy. 

More recess and more sports* 

Different groups* for different kids 
at different speeds. 

Learn by playing games. 

Change rooms for dfffer;ent subjects. 

^ Have high school students and college 
. students teach us because t>iey know 
more new stuff. 



Have kids help one another in groups. 

^Lots of math. 

Small groups, working on different 
' things. 

Just the way it is now. 

Groups- of 4. • 

Have the boys in one half and the 
girls fin the other half of the room. 



Is |1r 



RooiaLsystem -^mor» free time to do 
what you want rather than be forced 
to do things - that is v(hen you have 
finished your assignments. 




Ill WHEN pa YOU LEARN AUQNE AND MCN DO YCU LIKE TO t£ARN WITH OT>£RS? 

* 0 



* Highly Gifted (Gr. 3) J 


Comparison Group 


Reading alone glistening to records alone ^ 
but nath trlth one other person. 
# 

When we do plays I ]^ others. 

Study alone except for math. 

Others all the tisie. - 

Spelling alone but math with others. * 

I can figure out iny math better at 

hocae alone. ^ • • 

\eam In small groups. 

Whet) they're new things I lIKe to do" 
then over and over by uyself^ 

When the teacher bugs ipe I like to 
be left alone - when Tm In a good 
mood i like to work withr others.' 

'Ifeading alone - «ath with someone. 


We learn better from small groups. 

I do not'^lke to learn alone. 

I like tp learn alone to finish R\y 
assignment. 

I like reading alone» bu^ sometimes 
we help each other In groups. 

I like to learn math;alone. Ma,th 
Is B\y best subject and If I wOrk with 
SQfneone then they start to goof around 
and wef^on't do It. 

L^arn alone, -play with others. * ^ ^ 

k — — 


12. DO YOU W\VE SOME TEACHERS YOU LIKE TO TALK TO ABOUT IMPORTANT THINGS? 


Science experlnents. 

Mrs, L. She listens to anytlffng you s^T^ 

Talk about music things. 

I like Mr. P. Once when I brought r\y 
electrical tMngs In, he helped me 
and then, we bought a kit and a group 
learned about It. 

I like to talk to Mr. K., the custodian. 

I like iny math teacher - he*s a man and 
young and lie doesn't get mad if you for-" 
get something. ^ ^ 

I like to talkrabout iny spoon collection 
and Mrs. T. will listen - she's nice and 
easy. 

I J Ike to talk to- iny mother and father 
best, 

\ 

' ■ • ■ 

, « 


My teacher is gentle. 

^ I discuss things better with iny friends. 

When 1 don't understand math and 
spelling they talk to me and help. 

My teacher is nice. Its kinda hard 
* for me to go up to the teacher and 
when math Is hard she knows and talks 
to me. 

My teacher says I can do work on my • 
, own or just work with her sometimes and 
I'llke that - I like it when they treat 
you Individually. 

46 
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13, WHAT (UND OF SCHOOL ViORK DO YOU LIKE BEST? Hff? 



Highly (6r. 3) 



Math* I like to multiply and-dlvlde. 
. I like contracts/ ' 

Hy liaasil nation helps ne draw. 

Keith ts fun! 

Reading for half an hour a day. 

SpeUing because Vn good at It. 

Doing experlaents and art* 

I Uke spelling dictation but not 
spelling workbooks. 

Mike everything In »hoo1. 

I like crossword puzzle 



Comparison Gro^ 



Hath because its easy. 
'Art and reading. 

.Science because*! like to work with 
chemicals. 

Hath because you need to learn the 
times tables in order to get a job 
later in life. 



Handwriting, Spanish and ma 
Music and Art. 
Recreation reading. 
Hath 



Social studies because you leafn * 
abou^ explorers, kings and queens. , 

Reading, but i\pt in I* workbook, 

Discussion^groups/ 



V\f mj KIND OF SCHOOL WORK o/YDU LIKE LEAST? W> 



- Reading the least - I (ijn't know th^» ' 
assignments. 

Hath because It's hard. 

Penmanship - over and over and over again. 

The spelling book is confusing. 

Hatf, ^ 

Reading out loud mostly. It slows 
you down. 

SRA lab work. 

^Spelling quizzes'. 

\I hate writing - it makes me nervous 
atnf grymbly. I talk better. 

Social studies because its boring. 

The reader we have is hard because of 
the questions in the back. 



Spelling because of the rules. 

Hath When you just copy if off the 
bo^rd. 

Doing maps in social studies. 

Reading because its hard for me. 

Literature and all the papers you 
have to lio. They're hard with 
goofy questions. ^ * 

Hath was ii\y favorite but this year 
its boring. 

Spanish - I don't understand vfhat they 
are saying most of the time. 

Handwriting exercises. 

Writing answers to the reading book 
questions. 

Hath. , * ' 



' Question 14 (con't) 



• Highly GIftiEd (Gr: 3) 
^ ■ 


Comparison, Group 


Science - its^cooplicated with lortg 
wrds that I never h^anj before . , 

Robert's English! 


Timed tests - I have" to sweat It out! 
I like poems but other English I don't 
understand. , 

r 



15. IF Yt3U COULD HAV^ ANY KIND OF 
' • , THING WbULD YOU ASK FOR? , 



SITUATIOfi AT SCHOOL THAT YOU WANTED^ Vm KIND OF 



Do Biore 4>1ays wl£h the class. Hore 
field trips. 

Longer recess. 

Kore free play. 

Choose the teachers I want. 

I like it the way it Is now. 

Skip grades if you wanted to, like 
when you are really good In math or 
sjelli*ng. 

Different teachers for different 
subjects and carpeting on the floor. 

^ Worlc on old cars. 

More sports. 

' >tath with real objects. TV 'or films. 
^Telephones for everyone to connect 
«with places to get ahswers. 
Study about wars and different people. 
*New equlpcie'nt and materials all t^e time. 
^ Hore Interesting science things. 

.Not write down things so much - just^ 
*ii)ore talking with teachers and small 
groups of kids. 

Instead of P.E. organize your own games 
' and play with kids yog want to. Develop 
fun ways to? learn things. 

Lots of independent readying. T 

Get better math books. " 

More time In the library. 



'^'^ 

Ho more spUt groups - 11ke;3«i, 4th 
and 5th toaether. Jeacher never gets 
time for you If there are split class«. 

Hive a choice about what you do., 

-I would like to try a separate school 
for boys apd one for girls. ^ 

Hoije sport equipment. Hore .sports. 

Do the things that\ill be»1mportant 
when you grow up like knitting and 
cooking.' Boys could learn sports and 
other things they wi 31 need. 

Have "steps'* In math so you could go 
as fast as you wanted. 

I think It should be the way It is now. 

Two yards for playgrounds - one for the 
rough games and orre for more free stuff 
(like for the girls). 

I don't like to work on d1tt3 work 
, sheets. I would like teacher to 
' helfj^you more. ^ 

Time for working all alone. 

.Horseback riding for H hour. 

Longer recess and maybe a zoo whtfj^ , 
" the children take care of the anmals. 
You could Team aboyt living things 
that way, too. 

Big field trips - Tike Hawaii. ' Do 
big reports. 
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PAIO AlTO UNlflED $CHCR)Lsl)lSTRICT - Highly Gifted Project 
-rl, WM IS THE MOST IffORTANT THING THAT HAPPENED* IN SCHOOL TOCAY? 



Highly Gifted (Gr. 5) 



Comparison Group 

_jS. 



special sort of math assignment. 

Research on China - I'm studying ^ 
a^thical antiilals like dragons and 
lions. . . 

i 

Saw a^novie on Hawaii and read books 
on Hawaii* too. * 

Reviewing fractions, uultlplying 
fractions. - 

I received a book as a prize for a 
contest on writing titles for 
' books* « 

^'Our teacher Ulked to us (only girlsjU, 
about thin9s we needed to know - 
tHe boys were in a separate 'room.<^ 

Helping a second grader learn to 
- read and do math better. 

We -learned about the American Revol u- 
tion. Hade a bulletin board about it. 

V 

I like to sing - we have a group that 
■sets Tuesday mornings beforj£^chool . 

We played a game in social studies 
to test how students could ansvfer 
questions. 

Learned how to run - f don't faU \ . 
iJver any nore^ 

One-minute speeches in English. 
'I taUed^about ay hamSter. 

Taking up new subject in social 
« studies. 

S||elling tests. 

Writing biographies on our parents. 

Learned about physics today • 

I changed reading groups - the other 
one was too easy. ' 

Interest groups - drama. ' 

Hovies in social studies & tapes of 

a. man from China. 



Mr. L, read us a chapter - we had 
questions to answer. " 

Doing maps in social studies.' 

Hath - we le/imed new things. 

Learned about fractioQS. ' 

Writing a report about Luxemborg. 

j 

P.E. - Pl3^1ng with others. 
Learning division. 

Saw a movie on. slaves. , ' 

Free time. 

Working on topic book - cars. • 
Reciting pofems. 
Reading' 
. Writing a report on Mexico. 
Saw a movie. 

Hath - percentages - all kinds of stuff. 

• Playing tic*tac-toe. 

\ 

I got a pap^r right the second*time. 

\ Geography - Southeast Asia. 

Go^ a good grade on math test. 

.Got perfect oo a test. * 

Playing chess every Friday. 

Wrote about our rooms at home and ^ 
what they looked like. - 

Solar System report. 

. Helped the first graders* 

Having reports to do. 



ERIC 
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Z VHATVWSTWWm BORING THINS YOUR TOAY? 



Highly Gifted (6r. 5) 



.ComparlsoYi Group 



Wrltlirg a script about the revolution. 
I don't like writing. 

Nothing* really. 

Reading Robert'^ English book and 
5»yb€ the H1|fl1n Hath book. 
> 

Spelling Is the nost boring thing. 

Spelling books where you fill the blanks 

Parts of speech ajfid noun phrases and 
stuff like that. 

Reading. 

The teacher went Into detail and told 
it. over ^ over again. 

Math because 1t*s easy to figure out. 
They should make It snore challenging. 

The metric system - 20 minutes of It! 

Long speeches and long concerts. 
The ones that take an hour. 

Listening to' the teacher explain 
something to the slow students. 
I^know that makes me sound like a 
^blg shot/ but It Is awfully boring. 

Slow movie abput Indians. 

Studying about English colonies - It 
went on and on. 

Social studies outlines. 



Science - I ,donH understand It. 
Painting , 

Things that are hard I don't like. 
Math ^ 
leading and spelling. • ^ 

Teacher til^flng a >ot. 
Writing a ^lory. 

t 

Music -'^sfnglng with others for 
half an hour. » 

A movie we saw the day before. ^ 

P.E. I just don't like It. 

Wrfting projects. 

Social studies - I finished my * 
report and now I have nothing new 
*to do. 



cusslon on our readlng'assl^nment.' 



English - I don't always understand 
what we're doing and have to ask the 
teacher. ^ ,^ 

spelling - the workbook. 

t The book reports everyone does out 
/ ^ud in clav'. * 

* ^ I - 

Hath.' HultipVlcatlon. Tfiave to 
' , use my fingers and It slows me down. 

Reading because there's not much to^ 
choose from in the class and you 
can't always <go down to the 11 binary. 
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3, V*WT DID YOU -ffllNK AKX/T OR 1W6INE TODAY THAT SEEMS W0RTHleB«£RIN6? 



Highly Sifted (6r. 5) 



Cotnparlson Group 



• A book on puzzles I got fron TAB order 
foriRS* 

Hy secret club •> I can't tell you 
about It. 

f 

Hy report card. 

* I'm reading Five Children and It 
- and I keep Imagining how "It" 

looks^ r think 1t*s like a 
monkey with rat-like hands. 

A bulletin board. ' ^ > 

I only use c^y Inagination in games. 

I stopped to inagtne about the story 
we're reading. . 

During P.E. I imagine I'm the best 
shy tn the game. 

I was thinking about chorus practice. 



About a poem I'n writing - you pick 
a picture and then write a poem 
about it. 

I keep remembering thb trip to New 
' York we took. 

«.i1ath - integers - I'm sure It Is 
sonethlng I will use a lot later. 

Answers jto a crossword puzzle. ' 

Inventing things In my mind. 



imagined those lOt monsters you 
{ get at the domes tore came alive. 

Today* I'm thinking about your 
^questions*. 

Puppet show op the 'Boston Tea Party. 

* I don't really Imagine things but 
when things get boring during 
reading out loud \ Just go ^ead 
instead of listening. I'm a 
good readerl 



spelling book. Tm a little behind. 

A puppet show about the book we're 
reading. 



A poem about a watenneld^ picker. 

About the Hallowe'en Party. 

A Greek play. I'm writing It. 

The report I have to give. 

Something I have to recite. I get 
so nervous. \ ^ 

Old English lettering in art. 

The Isolated tride we found, ^e 
pretended we fou<id them and what 
they were like and how they lived. 

It's a hot day and ^uring math I 
Imagined I could jump Into a pool. 
I love, to swim! 

Travelling around the world, maybe 
France. 

Nothing," really. He just had an 
election. 
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Question 3 (con*t) 



Highly Gifted {4jr. 5) 



Comparison Group 



Hurals that the 6th graders did. 

, ♦ I saw a*>wrd differently. I thought 
It meant something else. « 

Designing cars. 

The tape on China Ke heanl. I 
thought 'about being Chinese. .Ky 
life would certafniy be different. 



^, WHAT ms "WE KDST E)flClTING SCHOOL EXPERIENeE LAST SCHOOL YEAR? 



A trip to China town and the Foothill 
Planetarium. , 

. Getting lay spelling ^ne In class. 

When you get your papers back and 
you get a good grade. 

Reading, because Tm good at It. 

Getting the sane teacher as last' 
year. She <taught 4th last year 
but 5th this. 

The orchestra - I play cello. 

The 'physics Discovery Group. 

Th^teacfer letting us do things 
on our own. 

Field trips. 

Field trip to Crystal Springs Dam. 

Math Is always ej^cltlng. 

Winning a prize In the See's 
Candy .Contest and also In a 
math contest. Also» I got an 
A+ In social studies. 

A report I did on Inca. It was 
30 pages long and It took me two 
months to do. t 

Student Council. 



History projects* 

Field trip to San Ouan Bautlsta. 

Chinatown trip. Lunch there ^nd 
visiting the museum. 

A music group we formed. 

Learning multiplying and division 
of fractions. 

A trip to an organic garden. « 

The whole class went to Yosemlte. 

A trip to Chinatown. 

When our teacher taught us "her N 
own brand" of math. We learned a 
lot. 

We made radios that didn't need 
batteries. 

Reading because I liked that a l(^t. 

Ky report on Daniel Boone. 

A field trip to Hawaii. 

Getting into the first reading group 
and being elected president of stu- 
dent council. 

Playing the piano In a concert. 
Teletype computer mat^ 
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Question^ (con^t) ^ ^ ^ ^ 


Highly Sifted (Gr. 5) 


> Comparison Group 


The Black Ballet In November and the 
quartet that came to play for us. 

San Juan Bautlsta trip. The priests 
.took U9 around. He was Interesting. 

A field trip to San Francisco and 
Chinatown. We had lunch at a 
real good restaurant. 

Art projects. 

Gefl^ng to do ?th grade math. 
Sports* 

A camping trip with the whole - 
class. He were gone 3 days. 

The Van Gog^j exhibit. 

Stud^^ the California Gold Rush. 


The* special P.E. peo^lfthat come. 

Our school musical e * It was hard 
work bat fun. 

Moved Into a higher math group 
and I could keep up all right. 


WHAT WIS 1t€ MOST DIFFICULT/ DISAPPOINTING. . .SCHOOL EXPERIENCE? 


I couldn't do the Soina Block Puzzles. ^ 

Everything was pretty good. 

The t/me I tried to explain about 
erosion to the class. 

Having a substljtute. 

Math - we didn't 4o enough. 

Reading. . " 

Meith - having to dq one paper 
a day/. 

My reading contract. 

Group reports o\every continent. 

Tines tables test/- too easy! 

The reading books were boring and 
easy.' 

Writing projepts* I'm not good at • 
it, 

lA 

Making reports. 

"* ^ 
*■ « 


Science - jtJst can't understand It. 

All the rules you haVe to follow In - 
school. ; 

Division and multiplication In math. 

Writing stories and stuffy lllc^ that. 

Social studies reports - I didn't 
do w^l 1 . 

We had to do a reporl In science and 
I wasn't too Interested In It. 

Reading -* nobody likes those books. 

History- Is very boring.* 

Computer qard tests - falling In the* ' 
- squares. 

Square dancing In f.E. 

Geography assignment - 20 questions. * 
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Question % (con*t) 



Highly Gifted (gr. 5) 



Comparison Grodp 



I was moved Into a reading group I 
hated, b^ing In. 

Music the teacher usually picks 
out a son^she lifces. 

Social studies assignments. 

picking out no^ns and verbs. 

Finding a friend of mine had 
cheated on a spelling test. 

Havir^a 30-page assignment in 
math. 



Rainy '<Uiys when you have to stay 
inside. 

Language tests. 

Art and maybe math. • ^ ^ 

Handwriting andVeading and h guess 
[r^^spelling is sort of disappointing, 
^00. - ^ 



6. COMPARING WAT HAPPENS IN SCHOOL Afffi OUT/ WHAT IS DIFFEREKT ABOUT THEK? 



I cSn build things a<h«ne from the 
things I read about^at 'School. 

Learning new things at school. 

Things are more interesting at 
school. 

Learning about churches and going 
to them out of school. 

I play out of school and h^ 
think- fn school^ 

flie things you, do out of schOQl 
you already know how to do, but 
in school you learn things all 
the time. 

Ou^ of school I have art classes 
I like. 

At home I can play or read but 
In school you hav^ to work .on 
asstgnments. « 

I take Chinese out of scjiool but 
I don*t know what it is all about. 
In school they tea^ you vowels 
and words ^ou can understand. 

You have tojHOiJt/ in school and 
you don't nave to auiside if you 
don't want to. , ^ 



J 



I learn about reading ^nd math and 
science inrschool but stuff like • 
animals and camping out of school. 

School/is a^place to learn and ;tis- 
cover things^."*^ 

Yftu can do what you like out of 
scVool.'-^ 

The math I learn in schQpl I use out 
of school. . \ 

I take piano lessons out of school. 

I go to Hebrew school out of regular 
school,. "4 

I learn a lot more at school. 

You have to do research and hard work 
in school and out of school you can ^ 
have fun. 

Horn says school is more important, like 
math and reading, but I still like the 
'fun things out of schooV^ 

In school you get grades and qpt of - 
^school you get allowance. 

NothingVeally happens in school but , 
outside I can play tennis and music 
and ^ to ceramics class. 
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^ Question 6 (con*t) 



* ' Highly aiftfcd (Gr. 5). 


Comparison Group « 


I like to* do loath and reading both 
Mn. e^nd out of school, 

Soclffi Studies In school and J 
recreeitlon out of school. 

Out of school I learnT from books 
and In school I leam from what 
the teacher says- 

There are- deadlines for projects 
In school. ^ — 

I listen to people talk and build 
8^ vocabulary. 


^ Home activities are more fun. 

In school you have to leam and at home 
^ you don't have to do things unless your 
Horn makes you do It. 

AtnietiCS in school is a Dig tning out 
out of 5chpol you pl^ differently. 


7, ARE 'THERE THIN^ YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT YOU DOH'T DISCiJSS IN SCHOOL? WHY? 


Puzzles, codes, cyphers) matK 
for fun. 

Tal4c about hobbles like flsh.^ 

Co1ns*and*f1sh. '* 

Literature classes so you could 

write more poems and stories. ' . 

Stud:^about the history of art. 

Sports • *^ 

Some things aren*t. appropriate 
to discuss In school. 

Time to talk n6re about other 
countries that people might 
have visited. 

Chemistry r lat\lke In high 
school. ^ 

Zoology ' » / 

Spanish - we had It last year but 
hot this. 

Outside sports. ^ 

Fo^ils - 4iaVe a special time to 
4aik about things ^ou do at home. . . ^ 

Algebra' and calculus. I would like 
to be able to discuss these things* 
when I'm ready. < 


More historical things, ' 

Free time for football discussions. 

' Science stuff. 

Talk, ftnre about people, what they ^ , 
are like. ^ 

Personal things - but we don't get 
^ to do that. 

I don't discuss things I like because 
I don't want them to think I'm a « 
show off. ; 

Anfmal s 

Airplanes ' • 

^Sharing you vacations with others. ' 

^ Hore gynmastics and tumbling. 

-^ave a board of students work with 
the teachers to discuss what should 
be done. 





• 


' . 8, »WAT PART DOES IhVCIN^TICN PUY IN YOUR LIFE? WHAT DO YOU USE IT FOR? 


Highly Gifted (6r. 5J 


C(ppar1son Group 


^ I dust think ^bout it but do not 
#'write anything doxn.-^ 


I use it only for free time. ^ » 
Fof. sports - I pretend I'm on the team. , 


1 have a drawing board at home and 
I draw aU vy "wild ideas." » 

I mak^ up stofles, us^ng Riy 
imagination. 

* Imagination gives me confidence. 

» For art and design. 

*l don't do much d^tydreamlng. 

For tsy puppet plays. 


I pretend I'm a veterinarian. ' 

For making up pfays. 

' I use ft when writing* stories. Iti's- ^ 
a big help. , 

For- painting. 

I imagine what will be in the future. 

* It helps in all sorts of school - t 
projects. , . , 


I Invent mathematical formulas^ 


Creative writing projects. 


I write ^oeJns - never stories, \ 
only poems. 

I thinir the happy things that happened 
in, the past. 


An airplane flyer - I always think 
about that when I'm reading -a boqk 
about planes. 

. i ^ 


When you're lonely you can pretend 
you're a different person. 


1 

* t 


In sports I imagine I'm a starj, 


• I ' 

• 


Imagination does not help at 
School, only for play. 


*• \ * 


\ Jffelps with clay - if you don't 
\ hive an imagination, you can't 
make anything. 








s 


* * 

* 

* > 




• 
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9. IN WHAT KIND OF 



SEHING OR WITH KIND OF TEACHER DO YOU LEARN BEST? 



Highly Gifted (6r. 5) 



Comparison Group 



Hore freedom like ia nursey school. 

When everybody is studying the same 
thing. 

Learhing to rea[d In groups. 

A dais* when you are put 'in your 
own* ^ 

Thtf teacher who gets the job done 
so 1 can get school over with. 

I cannot learn ffxm h teacher who 
is 'mean. 

A variety of things to do each day. 

groups ojf kids that go- at the same 
speed I do. 

When a teacher tells you the easy 
and fun way to do math. 

A nan teacher - one who' likes 
science; too. 

When a teac!ier adds things so you 
want to do more. 

A teacher who remembers what it 
was like to be a child. 

Lots of discussions. ^ » 

A democratic classroom where the 
kids cah vote on how to do projects. 

Small classes with lots of smart 
ktds. * 

A teacher who keeps the rest of 
the kids under control - no yelling 
and stuff* 

^Working at your own speed. 
Combination grades^ 



A strict teacher who pushes me to 
finish the work, • 

One who dpesn't let you get bcVed, 

One that makes things interesting ^ 
, like drawing^ things abDut science. 

Doing things instead of reading out 
iOf a book. 

Dividing the cla^s into higher '^nd 
lower groups but having the teacher 
pay attention to all the groups. 

Being put into the right group - 
it makes'you feel, better if you are 
in the right place. 



ID. HOW WOUU) YOU O^IZE SCHOOL OR HAVE IT ARRANGED SO YOU AND OTHERS LIKE YOU 
COULD l£ARN BEST? 



Highly Gifted {Gr» 5) 

: 1^ 


Comparfson Group 


Read-Uie textbooks by yourself. 

Choice of different subjects to 
stu(<y. 

t 

Three one^nth vacations Instead 
of a 3Hnoiith vapatlon. 


Everybody all raixed-up so Jthe older * 

Nothing you could do^uld make it 
better. 

^ Small groups to help each other. * 


It's fine the 'way It Is. * 


uiTierent rooin rur uiTrerent bnrngs. 


Smaller groups. 


1 II 1 k kllc nfljf Ibis. « 


More field trips. ' 

Ungraded system* 

Mpre time 1ns$chool. Learn one 
thing at a time. * 


More free time to ^et the^help you 
need. 

Have the teachers trained to teach ^ 
in a fun way. 


Work at your ovm speed. 




Recreation t1«ie after school. 


\ 


Computers 


Put the dumb kids in another 
class because yOu have to wait 
so long for them. 




Not so much arfactivit^es. 




Let the students decide. 


I 


Study groups for homework. 




Let some kids ^teach others. 


« -4 

4 * 



Ly CJ 
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' U. i«N to YOU LIKE TO UEARN AUONE? Hm WITH OTHERS? 




HighlV Sifted (6r. 5) 



Alone when tts solnethtng I like 
that po one elsfe Interested In. 

♦ 

Book, reports all one but a big 
soctil studies report with others. 

Alone when ft Is something new. 

Math alone^ Spelling In a group. 

Reading alone. 



Homework alone and reports with 
.others, 

I like to read alone. I sometimes 
read in bed at night >r1th ^ 
flashlight. 

\ ^ ilith others ohly when they're not 
noisy. 

With others all the time. 

^ I like to be with others when 
things are rough and you need to 
brlng^ur wOrk up so you can ^ 
feel proud. 

For some projects alone because^ I 
• want to get all the credit not' 
. just half. / 

Social studies Is always better 
• with, someone else or with a 
^group of people. 




Comparison Group 



History alone and reports together. 

•1 like to learn with others all the 
time but I don't know why. 

Others for math • because they help. 

Reading alone. 

I do betteV* alone all the time. 

It's more fun in a group. 

Social studies alone because I can 
concentrate better by myself. 

Art projects are better with other 
people. -/ 

Alone In math and reading. 

I like science, reading in small 
groups and when you do It orally. ' 



\ 
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^ 12. DOYOUHAVrSO^ETCAOCRSYOU UKETOTALKTOABOU^J^mrA^^ 



Highly Gifted (6r. 5) 



Comparison Group 



^ teacher ha^ lots of interests and 
Is fun to talk to» 

A teacher who helps me enjoy a 
subject, n y 

A teacher mo kind oV makes every- 
thing 1^ a game. 

Teachers who know when something 
Is important to you and don'^t 
laugh when its supposed to l>e 
serious^ 

'A teacher wftonlets you work on 
your own. 

No. 

Nice and quiet. 



Not really. 

My reading teacher likes to* help. 

I like« teacher who explains things* 
in detail. I learn more this way. 

I like to talk to the principal. 
He's fun and understanding. My 
dad is a principal, too. 

I like to talK about the papers I 
get a 100 nark on. I'm proud of 
good grades. 

If J don't understand a lesson i 
like to have it explained. 

I go after school to talk to my 
teacher and she is very nf'ce. 

My teacher is young and the first 
man teacher I've had. I guess 
because he's young he knows what 
its like being in school. 



/ 



13. WHAT KIND OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU LIKE BEST? WhY? 



Hath and social studies. . 

Oral reports and^doing research. 

Reading - I get absorbecl in it. 

Geometry is better than plain 
math. 

Math, I'm good at it. * 
Everything. 

Reading about horses and other 
an^ls. « 

I likft'histtfrical paftr- reading 
about things and making things. 

- ^ 

Math. 

Robert's English is a challenge. 



Making things like a model of 
Jamestown. 

i , 

Hath and reading because they're 
easy. 

Math. 

Spelling. * . 

If I have spare time I read a book.^ 
Art is the test. 



M. Wf^T Klf© OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU LIKE LEAST? H^Y? 



, Highly Gifted (Gr. 5) 


ComparlsonGroup 

>^ 


ope 1- 1 1 ny^wO rKDOOKS • 

% " > 


Sclencg^.'^ don't understand It. 


Music * nnf tht* VinA ffiAu fAAr>i 


✓"^T^rt Is boring - she brings up things you 
/ never heard about. — 


'Math - repeating stuff Is boring. 


I ' English and spelling. 


Reading^ - I prefer to pick nySjwn. 


Hath because Its confusing. 


Having to do homework. ^ 


I like eve»7th1pg. 


Spelling. 

Everything Vn doing in class Is 
a repetition of what I already 
know. 

1 n<ivc apccLii biicropjr vwicc^cl 

week. But, Vui inproving.. ^ 
ciijfiiMi ~ 1 get writer s craiup. 
* Reports . 

Nothing - I enjoy everything. * 


I don't like writing. *'Hhen you have 
to express yourself, I don* t put It 
Into very good words - nobody under- 
stands It except me. 

Robert's English. 

I like math the least, except that 
geometry Is. pretty good. 

Graimar - maybe If they taught It 
In a different way It would-be more 
Interesting; 


Language arts - over and over 
again with the saine thing. 




^Copying down sentences. 




Follo*f-up exercises for reading. 
I just like to read.. 




Oral reports - I get embarrassed 
and ft makes me look stupid; 




Long social studies assignments. 




History textbooks - they leave 
out ioo much. 




# 


% 

* * 

9 

t ' . > 


■•/■ 

> 


* 
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15. IF YOU COUU) HAVE WTT KIND OF SITUATION AT SCHOpU V«AT WOOD Y06 ASK FOR? 


\ . . V y ^^^^^ 5) 
' ^ * \r 


Comparison Group ^ 


Ho«e economics. 


Kath all 'the time. 


' Computer progranxnlng. 
GSyimastlcs 
Architecture 


Pick out the classes you would like 
In junior high. 

* More free time for reading and 
sports. - 


Hare Interesting literature. 


More outdoor actlvlfles. 


Chemicals 

^ Have Spanish back In elementary school. 
Zoology - field trips about aninals. 


New math books and equipment like 
adding machines and computeris. 
• 

C\ j Earn credits for doing things In 
/ the class. ^ 


Free reading t1«e. / 


Physics/building things/field trips. 


f^nl -course like at Junior high. 
- 


^ Have only 5 kids for one teacher. 















6; 
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Palo Alto Uniflc^ Sch0o1,0istrict - Highly Gifted Project 

1. WHAT IS THE fDST IMTORTANT THING TWT HAPPENED IN SOOOL TOWY? 



Highly Gifted'{Gr. 8) 



Comparison Group 



Handing In a report in social 
itudies. A Vcport on the Presi- j 
dent along with soine other subjecll 
natter in Soc. Studi^. I did 
it by B^yself. 

German class went to Gunn. This 
is a pleasant class every day. We 
went with othe'ri in the class - 
only for 8th graders. 

\ 

Kuslc. Going to be practicing for 
concert - all-city orchestra - will 



have a guest conductor, 
once a^year. 



Happens 



Had nath test and-xhec|ced it over, 
it is wn* J- like to worJl in groups. 

Getting on the traaipoline in P.E. 
I like P.E. 

Industrial Arts most important. 
Shooting cat's down. I an out of 
class now making a report. Plan 
cars from rough draft - shape them 
and then mark up and sand them 
down. Gin)up project but each one 
*doe$ his own car. 

My English" project. Gave report, 
working on this with two others. 
Hade film about Wilbur. Worked on 
this at lunch hour, taking pic-'' 
tures, etc. ,^Sound track.- Got it 
all t09ethef and showed the film. 

What I learned in metal shop be- 
^cause I have never had mu^h ex- 
perience in woodworking and metal 
shop. How to drill and work it up. 

Found out I could do extra work in 
classes to get extra credit. Can 
learn R»re not to get just a grade 
but learn more and get credit for 
i^t. I like extra work. You can do 
more^eports and this goes into 
your file - until tfte end of year. 



^ot over my oral report today in English. 
I was scared and nervous about it. 
It takes much work - worked alone. 

Getting my archery class set up and 
doing fine .in it. We did this during 
lunch. This is separate course, not 
P.E. Have one good friend whb told 
me about it and helped me. Really 
like the claSs. 

Got a B in math test. Quarter test. 
Knew the subject matter. Didn't study 
hard for Jt. Take tests about once a 
week. Get a B or higher on all of them. 

Got grades and I was asked to return 
after school in a couple of cl^es. 
Asked to represent and record gpb and 
time in P.E. Did this with a ftiend. 
Has sick over the summer and tone 
quality was not too good for glee club 
so I was worried about my grade. 
Averaged A and 6. 

Doing good in math. Just know that 
I am good at it. Corrected papers 
together. I like math. 

Got a lot done in Spanish. Got behind 
and decided to get it done. Some are 
faster and^ some slower. Finish this 
at my owri pace. , 

Got social studies report back. Got 
an A* - it will be % of my grade. Ky 
dad helped me a little. Took 4 weeks. 
I felt good about doing so well on it. 

Spanish most' important. Finished a 
lot of work. Am ahead now. Working 
on this for about a week. Hy grade « 
dep^hds on how much I get done. I 
tried out for cheerleader. We are 
learning another routine now. 

Today found out that I was getting 
higher grade in math. Last year I 
didn't doo too well. Got B+, pretty 
good grade. It isn't just the g^e, 
it makes me feel good knowing tha^^ 
am doing better. 





Highly Gifted (6r. 8) 



Nothing today. Learned how to prove 
angles in wth. Like thi? subject 
and you learn the most in it. I 
am In tKe play. Ton Sawyer, at the 
Children's Theater. « 

"^Most importa»t» thing was at lunch. 
More J>eople signed up, for election/ 
X finished asy work in arch drawing. 
Took -final test In nattl. Think 
1 did pretty good. Of course, this 
interview is important, too. 

In baiid practice we marched with 
the ban<JUJlidn ' t go too well. 
The second day of doing it and its 
getting bortftg. Honor Band. 




< Comparison Group 



Get out of school tomorrow for gymnastics. 
Had to find out all D\y asssignm^s from 
my teachers. I do .this often, but my 
co^h wants me to make sure I get in 
all my assignments so my teachers will 
not be upset. I am on the gy^ team. 

Getting grades this week and last. 
They were o.k. Got mostly B's. Felt 
good about this - only wish I could 
have gotten a ^couple of.A's. Looking' 
fop*acd to getting grades, to know how 
I did and what the teacher thought I*d1d.^ 

Gride in social studies of great concern. 
Usually don't get* good jgrades and I 
was amazed at what I got. Just amazed! 
I am generally good at .tests, but no \ 
good at oral work, *uess my teacher was 
an easy grader this time. 

Social studies test, Had to firrish it 
last night because 'itVas due today. 
Want to get pretty good grade. Worked 
alone and tfcok S hours. 



2. WWT WAS THE MOST BORING THING FOR YOU l^Y? 



Spanish most boring thing. Just 
a repetition. 

Host bor.ing was 'German. Doesn't , 
move very fast, it Is the teacher 
I think - not especially good - 
^she tries, though. 

Sciente <ilass. Read on a subject 
that I di4Vt care for. Weather. 
Re^l boringVor about 30 minutes. 

Story problems in algebra. Did this 
by myself for 30 minutes. Finished 
them^ 

Science test. Math was boring, too. 

Homefnaking. ,Have no interest in it, 
not sewlTfig. Teacher bugs me. Get 
bored in P.E. No one is good sport. 



Science, to look through books on 
venereal diseasg. Latin is always 
boring. Lots of tHingS to understand ^ 
and I don't understand it. \My friend 
and I feel the s^me way abouj^ Latin. 
In science, don'lp like to rea4 abojtit 
things I> not irjterested in.' ' 

Puzzles in math. Couldn't do .it. 
Teacher yells if^not perfect. It's not 
all that thrilliiig. If I can do it, I, 
look forward to it. ^Teachers should 
see it from our side, not on^y hers all^ 
the time.' So perfect*- 

Waste time in classes, i^aste tifne here. 
Some classes get worse by end of day. 
Some days it -is exciting. Social Studies 
book Is always boring. 

Social studies. Hacl to read a chapter^ 
Took half of* period. Book boring. 
Someti^ies *we do this once a week. No 
one in class likes to do it. » 
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Question #2 (con*t) 



Highly Gifted (Gr. 8) 



Hath Class* Math teacher drags 
things and I donH like math. This 
«ath teacher tries to entertain 
you,- tell jokes-^and stuff like ^ 
that* It has, nothing to do with 
Bsath. 14 people in the class and 
I know most o^ them. 

Spanish class. Already had some 
(;;Uthis and going over it bores 
ne. Host of the ^'lass i.s bored. 
Social studies bored me a lot, too. 

Typing. Toa monotonous. Just 
sentences, .jus ^ype, type, type. 

English. Teacher read to us and 
it was boring. He likes to read 
to us. Just stands there and 
reads - even If the book is in- 
teresting, it is boring to have 
to sit. there and hear hinnread 
all period. Teacher very in- 
terested' in drama and he writes 
his own things, about what we are 
going to learn and study about* 

Home Ec. Making this dress and 
I am making a lot of ni^Ukes. 

English. Gave us tests - drills, 
verb worksheets. Sot monotonous. 
Have to be completed in classy 



/ 



Comparison Group 



^^^Jd^lish, never too good at this. Teacher 
- not ^00 good. Have to give oral Reports, 
not interesting. Don't like verbs, 
either. Always boring but depends on 
teacher. Don't like to listen to other ^ 



people's oral reports either. 

H)vie in history. Not too boring but 
we have them about every third day. 




jlish and I already knew what we were 
talking about and on top of it |f didn't 
. fedH well. We had verbs. Like English 
, most of the tigie. 

French.' \ class working with slides, 
sorting - boring, trying to learn new 
dialogue. Do. this every day for 10 min. 

Socia)* studies. Hypothesis, variables, 
worksheets, homework. Same old thing 
every day. » * 

Social studies - went ta library. Just 
sat there for 45 minutes. 

j0 % 

bocial studies - its the teacher. Just 
sits and talks about d;fferent subjects, 
sort of rambles. I'm not the only one 
who feels that way. Whole class bored. 

Watched slides in social studies. It 
wasn't about what we have been studying. >^ 

Hath class because We had substitute. 
Have had lots of subs lately. Don't 
learn anj^thing. 

German - boring everyday. Had this 
same teacher for 3 years. ^ 

English - studying Shakespeare and go* . 
ing-over pl^ys, answering questions 
that are not too. interesting. Teacher 
doesn't make it intfit;esting. 

Social studies. Read abbut people in 
Ohio and answered questio/}S. Not always 
boring. 
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3. VlWr 010 YOU THINK ABOUT OR IMAGINE- Tl^Y? 



Highly /Sifted (6r. 8) 



Comparison Group 



X Handing In r^j 



Athens In the trial of Socrates - 
a system a lot lIKe ours. Accusing 
huidans, he was accused of something 
he 4ldn*^do, 

social studies - Senate fllH- 
busterlng. Showed a farce stu- 
dent government was. Talk about 
going Into old court files and 
learned what happened. 

rmjort In social studies, 
did a good jobT^ 

Just about everything Is worth 
renenberlng. It could probably 
be one of the social studies 
books, Black Boy , rea*lly «iakes you 
think. 

Talking to a friend at lunch time. 
Talklnjg about borlnj English class. 
Like class where ha^ more group 
participation and no^ have teacher 
do everything. 



Starting tennis soon. Don't know how 
to play. Can't hit the ball and 
>rt)ndered about that. Think I will like 
this better than basketball. 
Thought about science quiz Friday. 
I am anxious about science. Thought 
about gymnastic dwjonstratlon. 

Put inyself in a boo\ Imagined being 
a character. Don't wimt to be like 
him though. About hi gk school student 
who had everything golng^for him and 
flunked out. 

Handing in story In Ej^glish. Wrote 
a long story and worked on«1t a^long 
time. It Is a. makeup grade and I 
hope to, get a better grade^lth this ' 
story. ^ 

- Gym meet - one ^leek. Competing and 
I am nervous. Floor acts,y,balance 
beams. Got an A on English te»t^ It 
was hard and J was pretty haroy about it. 

Thought about playing soccer. Thought 
about some plays and positions. Talk- 
ing about friends - probably will^se 
plays in the game. -Coach didn't talk 
to*us today. " 



4, WINKING BACK/ Wmf WAS THE MOST EXCITING SCHOOL EXPERIENCE LAST SCHOOL YEAR? 



Beginning new class - 4 hours a day 
nd get credit for matb^ English 
and pit. Oust a free class. 
English and social studies tied in 
together. Do lot^of group dis- 
cussions and with one or two people. 
Some indi vidua! work. 

Got to take Industrial Arts instead 
of homemaking. 

Nothing has been'all that excitin'g. 
Last year in social studies we did 
some fun and -exciting things. 
Group participation and, had visitors 
.from other countries, learn from 
others. Think we should do more of 
this - it makes you think. 



Hath - had a good teachqr. Hy best., ' 
Did faicjy good. Tried to learn in- 
stead of getting grade. This y^r can't 
stand math. Teacher last year had a 
lot of imagination. 

English class. Had neat teacher. She 
was transferred to another school. We 
did debate, blind walking. , She mad& 
this interesting. We did things, not 
just write about them. >flfc)U made your 
own grade. 

Sports - playing football. Played end. 
Hade touchdown. Getting better posi- • 
tiQns in soccer' because they think I ^ 
can do better now than they^hou^ht. 
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Qiestion 14 (con*t) 



HlgHly Gifted (Gr. 8) 



- Comparison Group 



Photography class. Take pictures 
and develop then'and use them for* 
yearbook. My dad got me started. 
^^Ust year I found I vrauld be In 
this class. 



V 



J 



Making baseball team. Play ocr^ield. 

Getting out of schod. Got best gra'^des 
ever. Didn't reaNy-wrk harder. I 
was 'pleasetl. 

After school sports most exciting. 
Fun and got out of last period to do 
»this. Didn't like the teacher very much. 

This year's football games. Best one 
was when we won^ Touchdowns really 
exciting for roe. My dad coaches Top 
Warner team. Friend and I teach kids 
cheerleading. 

Learning to use welding torch in metal 
class. Working in art metal cldss* 
Tried to get it aga^n but couldn't. 
Second semester I will try again. 

Getting Involved in sports. In 7th 
grade didn't go out for sports. 

This^year classes better. Really pleased 
with classes. Double block' system maRes 
tt so you can't -get bored^ I i ike R\y 
teachers in most every class. 

Playing football. On school team. 
Enjoyed this. Worked ha'rd* to get on team. 



5. THIRKING BACK/ WW\T*WAS !>€ MOST DIFFICULT OR DlSAPPOIffTING SCHOOL EXPERIENCE LAST YEAR? 



Taking science class - boring. 
Teacher contradicts herself. She 
is new teacher. 

Industrial ar^y- didn't get my 
'project in ornflme and thought I 
deserved a bexter grade than I go^^^ 

"industriaKarti - electricity. Did 
all that was required anji got a C. 
' Seemed I got a lot of « low grades. 
Electricity was pretty bad for me. 
Because I know a lot about it, do ^ 
it as a hobby. We were asjced to 
construct notbr and I was dis- 
appointed because I didn't det 
higher grade. 



Wanted to be on soccer team but the 
coach didn't notice me. So I quit. 

Math teacher. Got bad grade because ^ 
I couldn't understand or learn from ^ 
him. Just couldn't comrmTnicate. 

Social studies teacher - couldn't 
understand her. Very poor teacher and 
cut me down. Had^er for one quarter. 
Lots of other people felt the same.r 
She was always watching over you. • 

Gett{ng>bad grades - most unhappy. Got 
C in social studies. Teacher hadn't 
taught Junior high before and graded 
too hard. Class was boring. 
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Question #5 (con't) 



Highly Gifted (Gr. 8) 



Getting a C in English^ast year and 
this, too. English not that hard. 
Ute getting in for. a test, didn't 
get it 'finished.' Teacher wouldn't 
let ne make it up. 

Getting Riy first C's in math, 
science and«^social studies. Hy 
parents did not like this too much 
but It didn't bother ne that much 
because I knew I could bring them 
up again. Thts was the first 
quarter. Got an A in Spanish. I 
could, have don^^^h better. ^ 

In wctal studT^- about government. 
People hypocritic. It Is supposed to 
be democracy but people are going 
to get wheit they want ..^^>t is dis- 
appointing. 

Disappointing yhen I don't understand 
wheft-teacher Is talking about. In 
math most of the time I don't under- 
stand. Can't get it right and I ^ 
keep on trying. Don't like not to 
^succeed. System old-fashioned. 



i 



Comparison Group, 



Getting my German teacher again. Cah't 
choose German teacher here because she 
is the only one here. 

-fipt behin|^&Jab s)^ets in English. 
Had to takecnem home to catch up. 
Talked jtoo much instead of doing work. 
Once I "caught up ft was not so bad. It 
was a loose class, and you could work 
at your own rate but you hacf to get done. 
Got 4 wi¥fting notices. Ky parents 
were really mad^. Got them in ma-th. 

Lousy grade in P.E^^,..-totrt3r-*ttitude 
grade. Didn't exff^t to get a good 
grade bujt I was/doing jQst as good 
as oth^. Coach said^e caught me » 
running throy^fh the flails so he Qave 
me ""^^ ^ * ' 



Kot passing tests in English and social 
studiesfr One 'teacher just gave tests. 
EngMsyspelling tests. Didn't like 
the >d6jects. * This year Is better. 

didn't do to'o good' - always 
behind. Got mostly D^mi t^sts. This 
yeac I like math - takin\cieneral math. 

Hath - not doing well. When I was 
calleo on I was silent and emb^rassed. 
Had good teacher but didn't understand 
the work. Bad test grades. Everyone 
else was really smart. I,'m doing better , 
now - gej^A's: - »• 

English most difficult. Don't do too 
well. Hy worst subject. Little better 
this*year. Teacher gave me C« Really 
doing more work and working harder 
at it but teacher was hard grader, 
felt LwasVJoing better thanf; don't 
like English because I don't Tike to 
do a lot of writing. 

Getting bad grades in German. Just 
didn't have the knack for it. Getting 
farther and farther behind. Couldn't 
drop it - Jtjst had to stick it out. * 

Losing ^ast two football games. Wan 
' 45 in* a row. Means we're knocked out ^ , 
oA championship. 
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R CWARINS-WmT HAPPENS IN^SCHOOL AKD OUTa WHAT IS DIFFERENT 



Highly Gifted (Gr. 8) 



Comparison Group 
» 



Out of school Is more fun - people* 
no grades, more fun. In school 
for learnlng'and grades*. 



r 



In school don't get bored because 
you are learning things. Out of 
school have hobbles, try to 
balance things off. 

Think more when In school. There 
are Imporfani things out, too. 

Directed thfngs In school. 

School prepares you to learn 
more later on. 



Get grades In school - achrevements 
1n all you do. Outside you are with 
friends and have fun and sports. 

School uses lots of books. Do the 
^ame4h1ng - learn things. Outride 
you rtad pleasure '-books If you want 
to read. 

In'school I learn and enjoy. We 
have a pretty good currlculivn here. 
Out of school I mostly do stuff with , 
friends and family - this Is important 
too. ^ 

Id school play foott^ll and do sports. 
Try to get good grades. Out of school 
work at^ttlng my money collected 
from paper ^oute. 



7. ARE 5HERE THINGS YOU VERY INTERESTED IN THAT YOU DON'T DISCUSS IN SCHOOL?' 



In Spanish w^ dp not have enough 
time. 1 wouldn't have shop class. 

Chemistry ^ n^ne in school. Not* '* 
very many people Interested in 
chem. I do It Independently. Talk 
about politics and government 
with. friends outside. Don't like 
to do the same Old thing that . 
;v* everybody is doin^. 

\^^^en in math you don*t discuss art./ 
I dpn't discuss niy music. If ( 
'theif*e were clubs and groups, you 
^. ^ could do this. TofiXiCh time is 
^ wasted - Engl ish teacher reads 
to us too much. ' ^ 

Like to hav6 electronics club. 
Caa't seem tj^ do this. He do a 
, lot of wiring and things in shop. 

In M story I would like to discuss 
what bl^ick history had^ta do with 
today. I don^^t care what people 
did 1 ,000 jrears ago. . 

Interested in Photography and as 
far as I'm concerned, they don't 
know much about it. No time for it. 

There are some classed they do have 
that^they shouldn't. I woul^ like 
more freedom and elect Ives. 



I would like a course in b'usiness and 
finance. It couldn't be passed now. 
^here wasn't enough demand for this 
il|w. WnfVicts with electives.< 

Electrgnics - my hobby. Not being 
^taught and some people would not under- 
stand. We could change that'by being 
able to discuss electronic proi,blem - 
g*et friends together in the fi^ld - ^ 
not do it by rnyself all the time. 



8uild models out of school and am, 
interested in this. But I wouldn'^ 
want to change the^^chool because of 

this. -r ^ 
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8, VmT PART DOES IfWSINATION PLAY IN Y(XF LIFE? 



Highly 6ifte<l {6r. 8) 



Comparison Group ^ 



• In Engli-Sli'- sorctimesjt helps and 
other times It doesn't. , ^ 

- ,% 

Helps with English stories. Helps 
to comp'rehend so&things - an Idea 
and then using It. If you didn t 
have 1t» you ctfOldn't do certain 
things. * 

Helps- 4n writing- up assignments 
in story writing. 




Helps me in writing compositions. 
Helps in having fun. talking not in 
in class, but talking to people. 

Think of some heroes. Think about 
things you would like to be able to 
do - Just let yourself be somewhere 
else. Helps in writing, making a 
dress, helps a lot. 

Creative writing, drawing. somAimes 
ih football.- in drawing it gives me 
Mdeas. tbinking something that is 
original. \ 

Helpful in writing; like to writ« 
imaginary stVies. fiction and non- 
fiction. Re7lly things that, could 
happen. Like to imitate people. 
Like to animate people with animals. 

Drawing, use if it i^someiMng I 
can't do. Get ideas frcTit. Use 
it when I want socnethino ,and wish for 
n My horse - I imagiiie ^bout this 
toi. What it would be like to be a 
cheerleader. In school I imagine how 
I will get the work done and what kmc 
'of '^rade. 

Writing assignments. Helps too,when 
I am at home discussing things with , 
Helps when I am drawing. 



n\y parents 
Writirfg papers 



think up ideas. 



Writing skills.' social studies and 
^ English. Writing High T mes in Palo 
Alto'Wt^'I am about to do this - 
plays a large part in my life. ^ 

Imagined what would happen when I 
played football. I would wiiv and. 
be hero. It doesn't.hurt me but . 
I don't know if it« helps me or not^ 
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, 9> IN WT KIND OF CUSS SETTING 0^ WITH V«AT KI 



KIND OF TEACHER DO YOU LEARN BEST? 



Highly Gifted (6r. 8) 



things I like, 

t^rhH^f'*::' like English 
teacher last year. Kept us busv 
but also did things ierf 

Go in depVi, in a subject. 

?«®f ^J"^" ^^^^ -yp" sit 

Obligated to corae same tine 
every day, it is a drag. ^ ' 



Coinparison Group 



Science experieronts. You do things 
^at have been discussed." Like a 
*fcher who ke^s his own standarts 
doesn't giAre into the kids. , Let 
kids tark a little but when gets out 
or hand, understand teacher's- strictness, 

kidr'^nL'JU^I" 2"' ^5 9Wd wiih 
Kids - pne that understands. Does 

tf} ^^tK'*^^.} *° J" «ath, not 
hp ?p"J?h^^^^"3r t° hear what • 

' ^J^nJff^r I" social 

studies, loose class where you can dis-"^ 
cuss points' of vieW. 

Like Spanish teacher - -if you don't ' 
know a word, he'll explain it. Lea?n 
.more this way. Has to be fun cra?k ► 
a few jokes, relaxed. 

IfJ®'^ ^ " 9° «sk for help. A 
♦k:^?®^ «iMSt make me read 

abSuJ ?^ to think 

about. Sit in circle better *han in/ow. 

Everyone at ny level. Class that learr^s 
ft^r^^^'i Teacher wMs M^'"" . 
are holding up the class. ^ 

■In English, the teacher is strict and* ' 
won t let you get out of class. He is ' 
aas he talks 

sff?;nn"^®f grasmar.^ Casual 

• English and I don'?'l?Je iKwell. 

Hath should be harder because you have 

ILIZ" Social Studles^nd ' 

utlllr l"""- ^"'"^ better ?f 
teacher Is not strict. 

ftore 1;iterest1ng when teacher is not 

wie wltii Inagalntlon; takes class trips • 

iTlAl 9° ""tsfde and fiand 

In assignments late; chance'to rake up 



■ u''"'-'^"'." °^ Like 
ti?n%??"^ <ron't>ve to do cer- 
tain things at certafTtluies. 
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^ ID, HOW VOJLD YOU ORGANIZE SdC^IL TO LEARN BE^ • 



Highly Gifted (Gr; 8), 



— ^ « ;^ 

More freedom of choice. Like langu- 
age labs. Teacher not really tough 
and lets us work at own pace just 
so we get wdrk done.' Think all 
school should be this way. Do not 
like being: forced to do school 
work, - 

No s^t thing to do. Small classes 
and more teachers. Have* 5 re- 
quired subjects like English, ikth 
and the things you have .to learp. 
Then let students choose pther 
things Wke music, art, projects, 
independent study and small group. 
I would like to teach It would 
be interesting. 



Comparison Group 



• su 
. Ha\ 
L rac 



Basically like it is. We coul^ 
havp more interesting social 
stud4es and English textbooks. * 
Have more teachers • not old and 
radical ones. Like having teachers 
pen to both sldesJJj^sCussion. 



Hath in morning and do my own cor.rect- \ 
ing. P.E.f English and Social studies 
irf afternoon. Rather have specific 
assignments than work at own pace. 
Shorter classes and shorten time in 
school . 

Lea ra necessary and basic things. 
Have more electives. Pick what you 
want to study. Longer lunch. Not 
' have to worry about tardies. Rotate 
schedule so you don't have to get sj[ck 
of doing the same thing at the same 
time. 

No homework - do it in class. If 
probl^, get help from teacher. I 
like this organization better than other, 
schools I've attended. This school 
.gives electives, summer school and field 
trips. % 

Learn another way instead of out of 

books. X If you could go outside and 
"learn from experiences. L'ogger lunch 

hour. Have activities during lunch. . 

Locate mountains and where snow would 
.be. ^ Like a school in the mountains. 

Teacher who keeps- you interested. In 
English* our teacher took us on an ^ , 
imaginary walk - had to close our^eyes 
and imagine. Like school ^e way it 
is o/ily have mor£ interesqpg classes. 

Individual conference with teacher 
after I do rny work. Smaller classes,. 
' double block for some and single for 
others. * 

Like double block in P.E, and in- 
dustrial arts. But for social ^studies ' 
its too long. Smaller classes - but 
not too $mall , 



11. ^Vt€N DO YOU LIKE TO LEARN ALONE? WITH OHCRS? 



, Highly Gifted (Gr. 8) 



Comparison Group 



English literature alone as I like 
to read very much. Would rather 
be with just 3 or 4 people in 
group studying. 



Industrial arts In a group, 
and art alone. 



English 



Spanish alone. History with others. 
La^^rk and projects. 

English alone but llke^to share 
what I know. Enjoy tutoring. * 
Lika to do social studies with 
others. Talk politics with 
others. , 



*' Social studies with others - good to 
shar^e thoughts.' Math alone except 
when I need hell? from teacher. 
Some projecft I -would rather do alone. 

Jtead alone. Learn with others just 
atout alNthe time. 

English and social studies alone. 
. Math and science with small'groups. 
« Discussion In small groups. 

Reading assignments aldne* Some 
English assionments and discusslpns 
are b est wittr others. 

ReportsVby nnyself - easier to work 
at your own pace. 

Math^ltffi others - I can understartd 
my friehds better than iny teacher. 
Learn English, social studies and 
spell img alone.' Like to do kforksheets 
with others, j/e can help eadh other. 

Learn Aath alone - also like to learn 
alone/wh^n I feel like being alone. 

lone, If I Understand it. 

ith others In game situations. 

Read by mtyself. Think I should be 
' with someone else for help. Group 

of six instead of 31. Teacher would 
-have mor^time. ' 




j2, DO YOU HAVE SOME TEACHERS YOU LIKE TO TALK TO ABOUT THINGS? 



Responses vtnavallablo due to faulty transcriptions. 



ERIC ; : 



'G 



B. mJ KIND OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU LIKE BEST? Hdl 



Highly Sifted (Gr. 8) 



Comparison Group 



Oral work best. Too much written 
* work In sooje classes. 

Shop ."drawing, math. Working 
• . •problems. Like learning in creative 
J way^and interesting ways to do . 
'.things and work them out. Fun 
atnlbsphere. < 

English literatifre best - like to 
read. Not muclfof school day goes 
into this in free time.. , 

'Creative Wri^g. Very limited 
in English. Generally have to 
'write about a book * not creative. 

Reading for information. Movies,' 
fijns. Things that will help me. 
Learn on ii\y*own and do something 
interesting. Like history. 

Like math but it depends on teacher. 
One period plus homework. This 
year I like my math teacher and I* 
am doing well. ^ 

Like reading, writing, drawing. ^ 
Like English, too. About 45-50 
min, daily in drawing. 

Creative writing. Good way to 
express yourself. Don't like the 
books they give in English. LTlce 
creative Writing and math. 

Like new and different assignments. 
English -.autobioojuphy - big 
portion of schooffiork. Math and 
English favprites. Sometimes 
assignments don't sound interest- 
ing but then when you. get into « 
it, it gets interesting. 

Like all subjects - test math 
^ ( and English. Would like t^em all 
better if they were set up ^ke ' 
Erglish where you work at yoHr 
oim pace. 



Like P.E: and matfTthis year. Like* 
all learning activities.^ 

^oroe work in class - little homework 
I>ut not too much. Like to discuss, 
learn what others have done. Like 
math and to work with a couple of * 
kids. Do this 2/3 of the day. 

Science is o.k. Instead of reading 
-things you do them. Like written 
instead of oral. Do better this way. % 
2 hrs. daily. > 

The kind of work that makes me think'- 
not just answer a question, -^^ 

Reading things - history books, English. 
Because it is easy for me but«I learn ^ 
more from it. Last year we had lots 
of reading, but not this year,. 

Discussions, not a whole bunch of 
goofing off. Good topics where every- 
one wants to contribute - debate. I 
• like debates because I like to listen 
what others have to say on certain topics. 

fteth because I get more out of this 
class than others. Math'doesn't come 
easy. Learn more from group than from 
teacher. Try hard in math because it^ . 
js hard, for me. 

P.E, and metal work. Reading sometimeSK 
when I can pick what to read. Math fun 
sometimes, , , 

Architecture class - learning how to ' 
make house piens - help^'n^me towards 
what I want to do when I get out of ^ 
school. Like P.E. - gdmes. 

English and Spanish, Good teacher in^ 
Spanish - always liked English. 

' Science worksheets. Creative writing. 
Feel proud when I find answers. I like 
t^ write. 4 hrs week doing things.J 
like^besjt: 
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Question |1J (con't) 



Highly Gifted (Gr, 8) 



Comparison Group 



Reading and English b^st. 
Wrfting,^^oo, if I am feeling 
down. 

Like' reading - i^se ft for every- 
thing. 

Writing and science. Like doing 
research. Learn as you go along. 

. tf 9 satisfaction to know it Is 
something that you had worked 

•hard on. 

Writing papers on subjects I can 
choose. Like creative writing. 
In my opinion 'just reading and 
then writing about what you read. 



Math - reading is fun. Science and 
woodshop. Feel free in these classes. 

Like P. E*. because it Is not regular 
class" setting - no desks or rows. 

Writing, English, science, band - like 
playing drums. English teacher not too 
strict. Lab work in science. / 

Writing and typing - use my imagination - 
typing is a skill J should learn and is fun. 

P.E. best. 

Photo class - have freedom there. 



M. Vm KIND OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU LIKE LEAST? 



Language the least. Memorfzatlon, 
boring! Have this about 1 hour day. 

Reading out of books. Not* a great 
reader. Having an experience is 
much better and then wnite about i»t. 
. - - V , 

Hath the way it is taught. Same 
thing over and over. Could learn 
^^1n 2 instead of 20 problems. 

uath because I dor)'t like thirigs 
that^always have specific answer. 

French' where ytfu are forced- to go 
aldng. 

ft StoAJdl studies - cut and dried 
borim! 

Vocabyhwy work - aBoufrf/3 of eveiry 
period. Drills,^ repetition. Not 
learning froip eajjh other. Learning 
from other people is important, 
tach has his own experiences. 



Latin - boring and I cannot meflKVize. 
7 Have a hard time with spelling the words. 

Reading things I don't like. Math goes, 
too fast. Always have test on Monday * . 
' so you have to study on weekend. 

Gramnar. Boring and no purpose! If 
I can ^^tpress myself that Is all I need 
to know. Languages would be good to 
go to country to learn It. Teachers 
do not make it Interesting. 

Math Is boring. 

* 

^ Being forced to do things you don't 
like - Ilka reading, verbs In English. 
Don't like doing same things'* In science. 

Don't like W story reports. Or creative 
writing. Right now i»e have to identify 
nouns and verbs and that kind of stuff. 



Question #14 (con*t) 



- Highly Gifted (Gr, 8) 



Comparison Group 



Drills and nath the least. Too eiuch 
repetition. About 1-2 hours. 

Least. is to read text and wi'ite It 
up. Do it 2 or 3 "tines a ^ek. 

No, freedom in social studies class. 

Busy work and^m the least.. 
Like D\y math this year - teacher 
gives you problem and if don*t 
get it weolo it over with some 
instpction. 

Do not lil/e monotonous lectures. 

History ^%yeated all the time. , 
■ Should Ka«^ider selection. We' ^ 
study Caltinbus In elementary school 
and then Its brought up again. I 
think we s^ould^'have wider .selec-, 
tion - it would be^better. 

English grammar'- don't need It 
anymore. 

English - boring books. 



American Political Behavior. Never 
wanted tQ get Involved In politics, until, 
this year, Don't care for science the ♦ 
way It Is taught. Family lUe stuff. 
Rather have earth science. 

Hath the least - also reports and tests. 
Reports are fengthy and time cv^sumlng. 
Like to write because I want to write not 
^)€cause I have to. Oral tests I do well ^ 
on but can* t remember when I have to put 
the answers down. Llke^math but not the 
person teaching It. ' 

Math and science the least — too hard! 

Too lazy to do reports and reading. 

Hath - Just adding altd stibtracting. I 
know I can do it but the teacher just 
keeps going over the same old thing. 

Oi^l stuff in math - boring. , 

Hi^ltlng reports -,don*^ like. I'm not 
a good speller. 



15. IF YOUtXXJLD HAVE ANY KIND OF SITUATION AT SCHOOL YOU WWED^ V«AT KIND OF 
THING WOULD YDU ASK FOR? 



Different types of science. More 
specialized^ classes. Variation of 
languages - smaller clashes. 

More different kind ar\d types of 
languages. Can't talk tn class 
nowf Would like sometimes to talk 
ancrto discuss dlffereht things. 
, Let us tell about interest In hobbles. 

Would like to branch off Into the 
subjects we have now. Love to write 
and this couTd be Included in Eng11s)i 
course. Like to do whatever I 
wanted and get extra credit. 

General history - beginning to 
present. Films* books* teacher 
that knows a lot about it. Would 
be hard to p.1ease everyone. 



Lots of trips. Scien ce ^ n< 
studies in relation t#Rhei' countries. 
Lots of P.E. • water skiing. 



School to come, to ypur home, 
ing In schoal: 



Garden- ' 



Everything elective. Then you wouldn't 
have to study the things you weren't 
Interested in. More science and math. 
LUe a teacher and 5 students going 
places and studying area in small 
groups. Study and meet wherever you 
wanted to — outside Instead of room 
with desks. 

Horseback riding - go to beach on hot 
day. More debates because I like to 
hear whaf my friends and other students 
say. 
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^ Question #15 (corrjt) 



Highly 61 f ted (6r. 8) 



A ' Ask for more architectural Work. 
Do planning of things, buildings 
. and things like that. 

. Mould like wore lang^uage lab work. 
Oo^not like school as It is but 
can*t change It. 

Vould like to go off cainpus on 
a' field trip for instance In 
taking cooking - go to restaurant 
and see people* cook and then try 
It out for yourself. Learn about 
^ psychology. >ly uwa Is a child 
psychologist. ' 

Coiner and go when you want. Hav& 
certain niRDber of hours a month. 
, Relevant to life. Just couldn't- 
stay away from school all the tim- 
but If you knew a subject and you 
could do It In Jj hour, then go 
hofne and come back for another 
, subject. 

Hore physical science and 
electrical classes. Choosje 
* favorite things to ^. 

More science, music, zoology. 
Special musld^c lasses with about ' 
5 people. 



Comparison Group 



Good curriculum Is half what the stu- 
dent wants and half what is required. 
Good teachers are those'who are con- 
cerned about students an< give fair 
grades. Good student government is 
people who can improve the school. 



Doing things in the mountains. Hiking 
and outdoor things. Travelling in 
Europe. Reading anything you want. 

No science requirement. No P.E. re- 
requirement. ^ ^ 

Horseback riding - I could ride all 
day. Ski with, friends; field hockef; 
go to football games. 
^^^x'i&e sports-r camping and outdoor stuV(. 

Fooling around and doing what you want. 

Talk more with friends. Gymnastics, 
diving, shopping, eat more. 

Backpacking - mountain climbing. 

Literary writing c/ass. More glee club 
and drivers trainiVig. Secretarial 
training and craf^^classes. 



1 
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Palo AUo Unified School District - Highly Gifted Project 

1, WfiiJ IS ™ MOST IMPORTANT THING THAT HAPPDCD IN SCHOOL TC»AY? 



Comparison Group 



Physics presentation. Wo^thhalf 
our grade for the? quarter/ Had to 
talk In front of 3 phys^s teachers 
and, explain what ve*ve/ 
Written paper also; fflt good after/ 

I was sick and just 90V f^prp- ^Mt^st 
' Important thing was being Involved 
in jury for mock court. Found out 
how they cross examine people. 

Found out what the spring musical * 
might be. Didn't go to math or 
physics because I- was-s1ng1ng. • 
Probably want to major in soe^e- 
thing ll^e music or drama so I 
need the experience. 

Science fiction seminar. Dis- 
cussed solutions to world prob- 
lems. An Interesting thought that 
never occurred to me before was 
Ihe Idea -of a computer taking 
over the world. Seminar meets 
once a week and its Interesting 
all the time. 

One of l^^eachers In Alternative 
School Ts\i studerti* at Santa Clara 
and her aavlsor showed up, to 
grade her.' Really good b'ecause 
everyone had done their research 
and everyone came to class so she 
was happy. Good lesson and good ^ 
discussion. 

Meeting of Chess Club. Discussed* 
methods for de(;1d1ng who plays 
what placement, I'm one of the 
top men so I felt I shouVd get 
Involved. Been in the club since 
8th grade. 

Someone in blology^gave report on 
raccoons. Kinda Interesting. 
He has grown up taking care of 
them. He is Gllroy exchange 
student. ^ ^ ■ 

Experiment In physic^. Demon- 
stration on oscilloscope. 



Running computer program. Worklh^ 
on It for a week. Ky brother helping 
'me. For my own personal use. 

English essay test. Study old authors 
like Chaucer. Not too Interesting. 
Got'a Bt 

Physics test. Spent a lot of time 
preparing. Didn't do too hot on It. . 
Didn't read enough of previous assign- 
ments. Too hard for me. Not Important. 
I got 'In over myheadv 

Math test -.got 13. Highest 18. 

Movie on Black History with Bill Cosby 
narrating. Team teaching class of 
about 40-60 kids. 'Don't really like 
this class - don't like some of the 
assignments. 

Don't have to go to math - don't like 
my math class that much. Its boring 
and teacher rambles on and on. Think 
most of the' kids feel the same., I 
guess Its because I understand things 
faster and she goes over It again and 
again so I daydream. I was In: a harder 
math class, but that went too fasti 

' • J 
Seminar on what peace. agreement really 
means. Pretty Good, ^part of a world 
conflict seminar. *S^t up by group of 
students who call themselves Students 
Against Americap Involvement In Indo- 
chin2^ I'm interested In U. S. politics. 

Htstory test.. 3 pages Ion?. - Missed 
one question and got a B. Think that 
was unfair. , .Grades are Important to 
me. You need good grades to get Into 
college.<*j.aned In high math and science 
and you ha've to get good grasps or they 
lane you lower. Laning Is good. Low 
history class, not too many smart people 
In the class. 

Yesterday went to-world conflict *seffl1nar. 
3 movies - army Indoctrination f11m5^ 
Required. Sort of break in day. 




Question 1 (con*t) 
V 



Highly Gifted (Gr» 11) 



Comparison Grou 



Learned to write comput?er formal. 
Combined all the things we had 
learned .in fiath. Computers are 
Interesting. 

Physics class. Got rid of the old 
teacher - htf's in the hospital. * 
New one U young - grad student at 
Santa Cruzi We were all happy with 
,h1n but today found out He has a 
few faults. Every teacher ha>» 
fauUsi but this one Is really » 
dRbrganlzed.r It bothers ue. 
It wn4Jt>e on ay mind for a while. 

AssecJbly was fun. Classical flute 
and piano ausic. ^lasted for about " 
an hpur or so. 

lOOX on math probleins. Didn't expeojt 
ttf get 100 poiitts of 40O. This is 
optional th1ng> not a class. I didn't 
study * waited til the last day and 
did U! 

Latin test. Inporta)it to ene be(fause 
of college entrance. I want to be . 
better educated. They have proved J 
that having college education doesn't , 
help that much to get a job but I 
want to go on to graduate school. 

Something new in math. Teacher ex- 
plained problems. > I was kept busy 
there - pretty small class. 

Hath important. Its the -class I 
lee^m the most in. POfrely lecture. 
About 20 people in class. Usually 
have to prepare a lot* 



Passed Latin test. Been undeV a lot 
of tension last few weeks. My grand-* 
father has-been ill and a few other 
things - didn't try to catch up on* 
Latin. Teacher is really strict and 
expects a lot of work. For a class 
like that I think its the best way. 

Got a good grade on math test. Two 
teachers - one good, one bad. 

,Oral report in a group. Spent all 
week preparing for it. Did pretty 
well. Mirror image - parallax - like 
science. Hy dad is f^ysicist. Don't 
like math but I like to understand what 
everyone is talking about. 

Routine day. I like family fife - 
teacher is really good. Like the loose 
surroundings-and open discussions. 
Women* s history. Really good course. 



Z V«AT WAS THE MOST BORING THING FOR YOU TODAY? 



Last half of English class. Supposed . 
to read a book and I already finished 
It. 

History - hate history. Think I 
know all the history that is necessary 
at th'is time. Small class and I like 
small classes but U.S. History is 
boring - ancient histonKis o.k. 



Going to'schdol at 8:00. Sdtiool is 
'pretty boring except ceramics. U.S. 
History is very dull teacher talks 
too much. She is afraid of little 
moments of silence. She handed out a, 
survey and I told her I thought she 
talked too much but I* don't think she 
Is going to change. 

Listening to French teacher talk. 




uestlon Z (con*t} 



''^--^Jtll^ Gifted '(Gr. 11) 



Coinparlson Group 



P,E. - taking neasurements for weight 
training. Co-ed class. Boring be- 
cause I knew the measurements alreacly. 

Listened to speaker on grand juries. 
Didn't understand what.they were talk- 
ing about. Think it was for a dif-» 
ferent^lass. Cold in class. 

.•French - teacher unmotivated and 
«to<te;|-He had'a movie 'so it wasn'-t 
too bad.. Usually spo one cares ^- 
e^eryope*s mind wancters. Ek> learn 
butjs ^ow. 

Spanish - saw a movie about a girl's 
Wrthday party.. It was hard to tell 
what they were saying. Usually do 
my math in Spanish class. Pay 
attention once tn a while. Easy for 
me.. Had Spanish in elem^tany * . 
school - mostly repetition. 

Social studies - doesn't intere^ 
me. Large lecture cla^s. - 

French - always boring. Teacher 
good but has to go ^t slow -pace be- 
cause some of the kids don't catch 
or> fast. 

Math - teacher unable to conmunicate. 
Repeats, herself and doesn't seem to 
be able to answer things. 

Physics - doinq methodic things. 
New teacher thfWemester. Last 
semester rearlly rtructured, not 
there's no press ui)b. 

Test in math - finished early - sat. 
around and wait for everyone to 
finish - visually nappens in math - 
I'm good in math. 

c'lothirjg class*- no projec|^ 

English always boring. Science 
Fiction^- isn't interesting. 

Had appointjnent and then stujiy in 
Gejpman. History usually bores me. 

Math slow because sxMte kids catching,^ 
up. I jjust SU «round. , ^ 



_Nard^nd of day get tired of classes. 
MarkTwain English class_particularly 
boring. I'm not«too good in English 
and don't enjoy reading as much as others 

Taking physics test. Now that we have 
new teacher, it*s not bofing. Old . 
teacher wouldn't answer questions and 
made you feel like a fool for asking. 

French lab. Asked questipns -Isgt 
going on all period - long and drawn out. 
We told teacher we were bored and she 
is trying to improve. 

Math - review. Had been gone for 2 days 
and it was- still the same old stuff. 
It seems stupid to be on one thing for 
so long. 

* , 

There are some classes jnore boring tnan 
others. U. S. History most boring. 
Don't do anything - just talk* among ^ 
ourselves. Not learning - teacher isn't 
teaching just talking about his own 
problems and his family. 

Working in chem class. All we,do is 
work on labs - no lectured - pretty 
monotonous. 

World conflicts seminar. Keep reading^ 
about world problems. Keep reTiashing ' 
same thing over. Never anything new. 
tasted about l^i hours. 15 people. They 
were listening but I ^on't know [if they 
were attentive. . 

French class - saw filmstrip and t<(acher 
talked - reaUy bo.ringl His voice tone 
1f6 bad. Try to listen and give feedback 
bMt irt^ority of class either *taTts or 
^ does other work. , 

English partially because some of it 
is ofer my head/ Partially because the 
teacher is boring. Speaking manner is 
boning. *Don't spend a Ipt of time pre- 
paring a^ I have more exciting things 
^" to do |nd school just gets fitted in. 

Hebrew - learning couple of words - 
sefinis out of context.' 




77 



3, WAT 010 YOU THINK ABOUT OR IMAGINE TOIWY IHAT WORTH 
. ♦ ^ * 



IN6? 



Highly Gifted (6r. 11) 



I thought I needed to start writing 
poetry again. I used to write a lot. 
I was upset with niy style so I quit. 
Have no time. Talcing 5 solids. 

Taking AP exaas. Preparing for them. 
Last year took biolc^ test. Hope 
to get enough credit to get sophomore 
standing so I can have less pressure^ 
at .college. ^ , ^ 

History. How loyal and^ patriotic 
they were at the turn of the century. 
I thought how«nice It would be if ' 
we could be back' to that now. Now . 
the lea.(fers aren't so good. I have 
faith though th« we'll do o.k. ^ - 

Tutoring irtjnath. He*s really far 
behind and I liave to go to 
basics. Today went badly.Wter 
we finished he^said he was gb>^g up 
to the Cow Palaca I don't sefe^bow 
you get so far benlnd In math and 
then still have time for extra ac- 
tivities. 



Comparison Group 



Film in Black History. Discussion 
interesting"- belt we've done. 

Hovie in social studies. On Black 
History. Bill Cosby narrated. Was 
different from usual movies. 



^. ViHAT WAS M>ST DOCITING SCHOOL EXPERIENCE^ LAST SCHOX YEAR? 



, >Write an essay on significant points 
In a chapter on Reform Movements. 
Thought it was a stupid assignment 
so t turned In Z blank pieces of 

) paper. She asked me to write a 
paper on why I didn't thlnk^there 

. were^arv significant points. I 
wrote on the insignificance of' re- 
porting. It was just a joke ^nd ^ 
she thought it w» a good essay. 
She didn't realize it was^ joke - 
^ didn't make ar\y impression on her 
at all^ * ^ ^ 

History - civil War. In English - 
i got into Shakespeare. Cancelled r^y • 
r5ffc2?nd semester class to take in- 
dependent study on Macbeth and 
King Lear. Really good teacher. 



Going to family life class. Different 
from, most. More free and open. No 
hpmework - no books. Don*t have to 
go if you don't want to. 

History - get an A if you do well on' 
test and then do extra assignment. I 
read a lot of biographies. Learned a 
lot roo're through self-initiated things.-- 

Dropped out of English and that made «1t 
j)icer. Never liked English. This is 
probably the first year since kindergar- 
ten that I haven't had English to do 
and its nice. 



ERIC 



Question 4 (^o"*^ * 



Highly fimed (Gr. U) 



Computer sclenc^. I still use it. 
Lot of free time after school , <j 
Could do anything I wanted. 

Resource period. Infomrfl - talk 
about whatever is or> your mind. 
It i^ valuable because It gives 
four hr five of us the opportunity 
to talk together about things we 
may not understand. 

JoumallSiQ Is always peak experi- 
ence for me. Mock couft in govern- 
ment good! Talked to a lot of 
.people involved with court - judges, 
OA's, lawyers. All By English 
seminars were great. 

History - teacher good. Clas|. 
periods interesting and informal. 
Good book. Teacher tells stories 
about ^rican History. 

Physics class - hasn't necessarily 
been a pleasant' experience but I 
(ifould say. I learned a lot. It 
varies the most. Always something 
-undiscovered - something to look 
forward to. 

Course in philsophy. Seemed 
really neat to have theories and 
philosophies presented. Opened 
ntjf mind ajot. 



Coiiparison Group 



1^ . 




5. ViHAT HAS ■nc K)ST d'iFFICULTj IWWPPY EXPERIENCE? 



Could have^done better on math 
half of PSAT. Vm in high lane and 
people expect high scores and keep 
asking you about them. Have repu-. 
tatlon to uphold. '"^ 

Physics experiment. People I was 
working with were goofinffoff. 
Really bad for me. People wer^ ' 
hard to work with. Boring classes. 
History bad. TeacheV liking on 
and on about nothing.* - 



When I got a B on history^report. 
^Report on election of 1876. Teacher 
'said the content >yas not right. I 
looked It over and ^ort of agreed 
with teacher. Hoped for A, usually 
get B^ but I worked ^rd on this one. 

German grade. Teacher didn't 
follow through like she said she 
would. Got a D at olginning dnd 
thought it wouldn't add into rest of 
grades which were all A's. I got 
a C and' I was pretty upset. She's 
vary strong-minded. and I couldn't 
change it. Good teachej^ut she 
doesn'yt listen. 



. ^^^^ 
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IQuesttOnS (con't) 



Highly Gifted (6r. Jl) 



, Comparison Group 



French - teacher disappointing. Onl/ 
reason ^he 1s teaching Is that she has 
tenure. Old fashioned methods. Slow, 
never studied for tests. Studied 
5 ftlnutes for finals. Jhey put her 
In English departroent. Bored there, 
too! \ 

Math - hated the teacher and didn't 
get anything o^t of class, traded * 
on'wrong things Hke handwriting in 
notebooks. Geology In alternative 
school - couldn't get started. 
Switched to regMar class and things 
are ^1 right now. c . 

I get bored easily. Can^t rpmeoter * 
anythlnoy really uAhappy. History 
teacher lectured a Jot antl it was 
^tiorl^. 

Physidk waste of tiipe. S^ould.'have • 
tfearffea b¥|iust experlencjjig in 
lab ratherf than talking firU» 

Had Engli*sh paper to wrtte and • 4 
several other' thtflgs piled up. » 
Teachers seem tQ.take advantage 
«of 3«>day weekend aij^ile up 
homewort. Didn't gex everything 
done. * » ' - ' 

* ' ' * * 

Phy^cs >cas awffll. Always in f^ar 
0/ teacher .\ So worried about study 
guide questionSvI "never did them. 

her was really nice but I lust 
couldn't talk to him aix)ut the clerss. 

teacher now and things are more 
relaxed - better for me. 



guidi 

1 

coul( 
rela, 



In social studies I worked my 

'off-and got a B+ when '1 knew^the 
material. She gives essay t^ts 
and h^r questions^ unclear^ Don't 
seem to know w^a£ she v^ants. Know 
'the materia-l and know it well but. 
doir t iaow whal she wants. 

Rhy^ics teacher -^been teaching for 
« 30 years. No one' can stand him. 
, Main thing* is.attUude. Trying to, 
teach life is really tough. Thaj 
wasn't his iob - should have beel 
teichin^ physics. ^ ' \ 




Hath test - totally bombed. Didn't, 
understaifj and not enough time. 

Same history class.' ^t B for 
semester grade. Got aTl A's first 
quarter. She lectures all day - 
don't think you should-grade on 
opjinion question^. 

0 on history test. Knew the'^terials 
but didn't do^Well on test. ^ Grades 
are important as far as goina to 
college but for me personal lyi < 

Getting D's on tests. Haven't 
accomplished a lot - wish J had gotten . 
b^ter^nr PSAT. Not taking it to go ^ 
to college because I'm not interested, 
in going to college. 

"* «» • 

Psychology the first semester. At 
first, good, talked a lot. Then as 
It went ^>n we, saw it was phony - 
disappoij^ting. ' * y 

Physics lab bofing. Jeacher won't 
. help you when you rurt'out of leas. Talk 
' to n\y dad - he' doesn't give answers • 

but helps me get them on B\y own. 



Question 5 (con'jt) 



Htgljly Gifted (tfr. 11) 



Phyiks class - teacher not particu- 
larly pleasurable. Strict class. 
N^w teacher now, he's nice. - 

Physics - teacher bad. Oia*n't have ' 
our values and attitude toward us 
bad. Left'to have an operation; 
said we could^come oyer to his 
h\)use and woEk. if we wanted to. * 
Realized how ^dedicated he was. 

D in English'. Supposed to write 
essay on Faulkner book*. OidK/t 
read the book and^that's^ why I got 

'9 ■■ : ■ 

Two«week ntnicourse. Couldn't get 
along wi,th two teachers. One 
taught grajnnar and the other speech. 
^It was like an asseflDbly lin^. 
Even the best kids^got turned off. 
Some kids were even smoking joirfls > 
in class. 



Compartso^pbyp 



CWARINS WAT HAPPENS IN AND OUT OF SCHOOb WHAT IS DIFFERENT 




Out side, work at Lockheed on 
conputeit. Different than computer 
at school. Atmosphere different, 
people looser, more chance to^talk 
to people, whereas teachers don't 
sperui tim^ explaining what they ■ 
want. 

In school 2 parts: academic part 
and relating to people. I get an 
assignment, I do it. There isn't 
any real qontrol over when I talk 
to peers. Out of school, shift 
iato different world. Try to 
relati^ to family. 



No* much differenc/. like school . 
Do the same in an/ out. Like math 
pi?etty much so do a lot at home. 
PVay with cQfmputers in school and - 
then out also. « 



ERLC 
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7* 'are there things you are interested in that you d^'t discuss at school? 



Jll3hly eifted. (Gr/ll) 



Cotnparison Group 



'Had biology' last year 
enjoyed it but can^t 



Photogrfipliy. ^Would prefer to take^ 
things that Interested ne. j ^ 

^ar and really 
take It 

this year because I have to finish 
physics j^d chM., Ther^ Is a 
ch^ you can*t bneaV. ^ 

4>ol1tical aspects. •TeacheVs \ 
^ don't llke^ geST Invqjved. TheV 
might be tttackW for It. Tea- J 
* chers and sMdenIs should stilvbe 
ro^re Tike frjends but teachers 
mast Rialntaln authority. • 

Only thing* discussed \n'^<i^»ool ' 
<4s wtiat^ the coi^ses are about. 

I^hSive nq set hobbies ofMnterests. 
• • 
Sewing - costiune design. Can*t. ^ 
stand .having bqt work Inspected. 
, If there is scnsething really Ibj- 
' Dortant, I don't bring it ^o ^ • ^ 
. /school. ^' 4 

Poetry^ I've never ita3 English 
clasSithat fully went into that. 
1^ I would like conprejienslve poetry 
^ course - not nechanics; But I can 
always do It'out of class. 



Interested in Jewish Culture. 
Don't know how it would work out 
tn school. 




11^ 



8/ VliAT PART DOES IhWGlNATION PLAY IN YOIR 



^Very tmpoHant in sc^qoI. Like physics 
'experimeot - we had to figjjre outran 
experinerhf to do. We have' to use it 
in vetting. You have to Jecide wt^ 
to put in a sentence. . Also for^etry 

Usually in English clas»es^/^u imagine '^f 
the situation you may b^^^iting about 
ind possible variatlojns and it halps 
to understand the pf^blem. 

When things'^lpoing in English, I 
Bagine Tn UTi different p\ace._ • 

Takes s\y eHid off sci}oal. Outwardly 
t would/appear I uae it' very much. 

tircujmnts.l^bor*. 'use it to find' 
easier way of doing something. For . 
wnfting. »Analyt1c thinking for» 
;rocial studies.' ' 



••"■\. 



Keeps me from getting bored and helps 
roAwHte stories. ^ 

Gfves me ideas for projects. Some- 
times I can see a branch in a tree 
a;id imagine things about 1t> Ideas^ 
for fnglish. Helps me be more unique 
in what I photograjpi. Imagine I'm 
somewhere else ifyi get bored. 

EssayflL I'm noyvery imaginative* 

It would fielp 1/ I had more 1mag1nat1x)n. 

Imagination hinders performance 
thought do use it in English. 

Helps in writing ^ use It^ln art, too. 

^rlte storie%l Like this but hate if 
when teacher writes all over paper 
with comments about clauses^ 



9. WHAT KIND OF CLASS SETTING OR WITH WHAT KIND OF TEACHER lJ,YOU UEARN BEST? 



Highly Gifted (_Gr. 11)* 



Learn best with subject I like. 
Like history when taught a certain 
way,, Teachers I^11Ke*are really 
Interested In their subjects and 
try to make kids like them. Have 
debates In hjstory» Use aiy ^ ^ 
Imaginhtionr. 

Depends on course. Science, mathj 
language, need structured approach. 
Others' more Informal, iftore individual., 

Depends on subject.' English, govern- 
ment: knowing the teacher and likings 
tlTe teacher. Science and math: more 
structilred. If I'm motivated I ' • 
leami>«ter in unstructured setting. 
Seminars are iny idea of unstructured 
class. Teacher is more of resourc;^. 



Comparison Group 



, When I'b experienQjjng what I've 
learned. In history* throuah movies, 
teamed most in photography. Chem . 
teacl)er enjoyable - nice guy. « Not 
^fraid to ask him questions cause , . 
he gives you real good answers. 

^r6^an history, learn best when in- 
wlved in discussion. Do well aften 
■'reading. In German just sat and t;alked, 
. Mom and daid corrected papers. Not 
enough speaking. * * 

Depends on subject, lik^' in photograph^ 
he 'gave you assignment,- gave.you book, 
you 'come in for test once in a while and^. 
turli \T\ assigi^nts oa time. Another 
class was with rigid teachers who 
, taught*everything the Jpheorobably 
has beerf for IJW Vears^ I leaVned in 
both^classes, 



1Q« HOW WOULD YQU ORGANy ^HOOL OR HA VE IT ARRANGED? 



Don't think day coul^ be lengthened. 
Not^so much homework. *Math especial- 
ly guilty of too much KDme>«rk. 
Mor*e time needed i nesciences. Shorten 
English - teacher is just restating 
things^yway. More smalKaroups. 
No^reflTretfP.E, J^ore i 
chers, maybe one-to-onel 

Sinilar to alternative scii^(^ but 
not exactly. Not so much empt^asis 
,on credits or how much work you are 
doing. Individual conference^ with 
teachers - iess hassle with attend- . 
anc^. Small groups. 

Get r1d*of tenure! Class fine - its 
Just the teachers. Get student 
.evaluations of teachers. More 
imptoctant than teacher evaluation of 
students. l\ doesn*t matter if you 
are in rows or in a circle, its the 
teacher that creates the setting^ 

-Present setup practical. Alternative ^ 
School set tip/ Hked. between the twp 
you coi^ld find balance. ^ * * 



More domfortible atmosphere. Each 
person is different and needs ' 
different things, like in history, 
you have'' to have it, but it doesn't 
really relate to you. I can relaf6 
better to teacher's experiences 
than a^ baok'or m oi yfe. 

More classes Wklramily life. Talk 
to teatfher - leave class if you feel* 
like it. You don'*t learn anything 
by staying in class and being super 
bored. ' 



'8C 
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Ay (Question 10 (con't) 



Highly G1f\ea (Gr.- 11) 



Comparison Group 



Modular o.k, for college but set 
schedule needed for high schook 
^11 groups for phy$Jcs. Urge 
groups for discussions. 

SBJ&rt people laned toge^tier. Foreign^ 
'language small, larger groups- ok 
if everyone at same levei of Instruc- 
tion. ' ' ^ • ' ^ 



. Less iseoulred classes. Certain 
^ classeSKnd up a waste of time*. 
There 'slwuld be lye^er way iof* 
studenls tq, get ^bjknow, ahead of' . 
't1n^4tfhat a certain c^ass would &e 
. llke^except to hear froift* other 
students maybe like auditing ^ 
tjje class the semester before you . 
.take It. \^ ' ^ 

^ve cooputers teach us. You could 
< ' 'learn i^hat you wanted. There Is 
this basil; chain.' You do things in 
high school 'so that you can^ dOh^ome- - 
thing else in college sp that you 
J. can do something else In grad school. 

,1*woold love to ta)» an art class 
but' I . have not- tjrne. I 1 1 ke a 

HHlxture of self-study and group 
study. • » - 



rr 



< 



E, WkN Do'yOUUKE ip UEARN AUDNE? WITH 



E -TO UEARN 
jfls wltfT 




31scuss1ons ~and analjfis wltfT 
thecs. Science al\)np. You. need' 
ood texts but you don*t need spme- 
ne th^re to. teach •you. y * • 

jHtstoi;y with others* English tpo. 
^tAlone'^wlth science and math, 
i « 

In science with others. English 
or writing situations, Its more 
iiKiividual thing." ^X' ^ 

^ "English - Individual relVtf^nship. 

with teacher. Physics, n^ed* teacher. 
• History learn more afone. The more 
ij sqI id, the sui^jeatahe more you 
* need the group. ^ 



biology .alone. Feel better working on 
experiments alone. Sometimes it can. 
be beneficial to work' with others. In 
somoiBiASses I do this. 



mjil^s 

c^in E 



Alcfflf in English. Otters in 'Social ' , 
Studies. 'More opportunity to do things 
in groqps. 

History by myselV. Can't read in^ 
groups. Motivated in history then Vm 
interested. Last year had lots of 
lectures and learned the most L ever he^d^ 
Didn't read that much. Hath and physics 
:^ou peed with others. 



Question 11 (con*t) 



Highly Sifted (6r. 11) 



Qomparlson Group 



, Hath alone. ''l can really anderstand 
on ownl Learning in a group 
wdtold be advantageous like a 
^discussion about a book. Get ^ 
other. opinions, varied Opinions. ^ 

With others 'swst of time. Useful 
, to share ideas. Learn faster 
wher^you haVe inter-coinnunicationb 
^ going on. Reading book ;iot ver^ 
♦ good way to l#im; 1^ doesn't ^ 
< stick in iny nind as well as ioteraction. 

Hath, science v/ith others. English 
and history part alone, part ^ith 
others. Creative" arts and 'things 
>ith others. Writing and reading 
'alQpe. * % 

Analyze oy thoughts on own- 
Reports alone. -Math with others 
^ because i ts fun to see who 'gets 

thej^rk don^ first. ^ j 



History discussions with others. 
In math it doesn't matter. Easier 
if one-to-one. Language alone; 
English, writing is awful but read- 
ing and discussing great! like 
j6ral reports. ' ^ 

English with tfthers to see^^hat they 
are doing. Like tp* have examples 
from others. • • ♦ 

'Alone ^foV math and science. Wvth 
others to interact. 

Alone when doing composition or takVhg^ 
test. Others for discuss idn. 



^ ]2". DO YOU h4S^ Sa€ THAOCRS YOU LIKE TO TALK'TO ABOUT THINGS? - 



To Engllsli teachers abodt books, 
find out their ideas. Don't talk about 
. anything personal. It seems you 
^ren't irtportant- enough to a tea^cher 
for them -to really care. You don^ 
♦ talk iTb people who^n't feel yji^ * 
I tere^ted- I have parents for 
that — ^who ne^ds teacher!- 

Hnglish^teacher; art teacher. -Ottjers 
• sometimes. Tliey know '^I 1 tke them 
and th^ like me. I'm not just *a 
*stu(Jent, I'm a' person. 



ERIC 



■ / 



i85 ^ 



B. \m KIND OF SCHOOL WORK^OU LIKE BEST? WHY? 



Highly Gifted (Sr. 11) 



Cofiiparison. Group 



Hath and science >-^iix> re pnecise. 
Definite answer. Oust seem more 
attracted to it. Host of day goes 
intojt. Spend most of tine doing 
it because i£ ts more Important to 



Hore* relevant t6 roe and what I hi 
interested in. Rather go to English 
class than to stupid ass||bly. 
Enjoy school especial iWhis one., 
Kent to school in foreign country 
for a vear and really appreciate 
betpg back. 

Science and snath fun. History but 
not as nuch as science.^ 1/3 of day 
doing work I like best. * ^ * 

Don Rind reading textbooks. Rathel* 
n6t write Assays. . *^ 

If Its something that's boptng I 
'just get it over with. Like creating 
theories rfnd ^iscoverin9 theories* 

Fond history and math. Father 
alwa^^interested in history and I 
guess I inherited, it. Fun to get 
solution. Quite a bit ^f da^ 
goes ^ito these. 

Ha th^r physics. Given problems to 
solve. Really feeUsense of accooi- 
plish^nt. Consolidate. all your 
learning and>do soraething useful 
with it. Math and physics see« . 
closely related. 

I^th ' always fTeen good is it^ 
formulas to work out; lots of 
stuff may not be relevant to 
eyeryday^things. Hy father is 
eri;g1neer and )ie uses it. * 

a Hath cooes easy to ne. Like 
9 science b^ter. Hath doesn't jreaUy 
apply to real* wo rid unless you,' re 
a n^thetnaiician. Science hblps 
you uf^rstand real world. » 




Reading but it depends on subject. 
Lecturing would be good way to learn 
but you need good lecturer. 

Reading - learn something from it. 

Doing research - writlrig essa 

Chemistry - makes you feel goo 
you can figure out things, 
a lot. 

Reading. Its easy and dotsn't take 
much time. About an hour a day. • 

Written assignment because I do better^ 
on them than on oral. Like longer term 
assignments. Instead of^doii)g SO 
problems. I would r^her d{) 2 hard 
ones. None of the School has this. 

Writincf essays. Don't like lectures 
and'then test. Read chapter, take 
%st. Dbh't learn from this. Having 
' a reason to remember - not just for 
test. 

Music - releases tenfion - more fun 
and challenging. Other classes just , 
give you blurbs and facts and figures. 

(iym - really like sports. Not busy 
. work. Normal school daj;^is a waste.. 

Auto (p^hanics, art and P.E. don't 
require much homework. I know them 
well. Don't pay attention to history 
dates. 

Although U.S. History is pretty bbring, 
its mighty interesting. You have tb 
be open-minded enough to see through 
all the l/S propaganda to find out 'what, 
^he U.S. is really like.. I like Ibng . 
term papers.- 



ERIC 



Question 13 (co.n*t). 



Highly Gtfted (6r. W) 



Katit and physical science. Kind 
of have a head for them. Like 
havfnsh the teachef propose a 
p*roblera and have class rok ,it 
out on. blackboard. Getting 'into 
Class discussion on how-to solve 
problem Is fascinating. 

English, reading. Enjoy writing 
• papers. Don't^ljke starting paper*, 
but like then wtien J get into 
.them. Discussion, if group is 
enthusiastic. " 

Writing reports - put things * 
together so they *w clear, 
oirganized and show what I'm * 
thinking^ Fun to juggle words 
and sentences. But I hardly 
spend any of the day doing 
this. 

Science or social studies where 
you are doing project that is < 
left open to yoji. I find I'm 
motivated by this type of 
as^sigrunent. Usually get more out 
of it If I-can get into 'subject 
of^ choice. 

^ Biology sciencetalways been 
^* something I wanted to do. Like ^ 
outdoors and working with animals. 
✓ .Most of the classes I take I 
' really enjoy. 

Reading - always been compulsive 
f reader. Get lots of new Ideas from ' 
books. Like talking with others 
about, new Ideas - cah get .so much 
^, from one 1-1 tt\^ botL 

^ Sometimes math and French. Depends 
on" teacher. Sometimes math is> , 
' fuji. Nice to work on problems 
t( there are no pressures. . 
Teacher is willing to help and,** 
ther^is no pressure to do 
homework. Like drama, choir and 
N*^porti, also. 
- - > ' * . 



Comparison Groi 



Hath because its easiest. Nothing' 
really above you. Learn tt and 
listen. French takes more of a 
natural taleht. Science and math 
I like a lot. 




1^,, WAT KIND OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU trIKE l£ASf? lr«Y? I 



Highly Gifted (Gr, 11) 



Compar 



Don't like nemorlzlng spelling 
words aod grannar* pon't h^ve iny « 
trouble spelling and learned 
gramnar In ninth grade. Dislike 
long lists of sentences in, English. 
Math problems where they are 
drilling over and 6ver, Spend 
30%»of the day o^n this, j 

Do/*t like Engll^. Dpn't mimJ 
piysics. Like to read bu^ don't 
IJke what we have td do with the 
fading. Don't like to have 
n!o f 1/^d- why the persorf wrote the 
story. Just read for, fun; 

Don'f like writing, ftard time 
expris'sing thoughts on paper. , 
Don't like busy work^. Its not 
challenging. Spend less than ^ 
one hour a day on thid. 

Reading xextbooks. Just can't 
get through them. Reading some- 
thing that's realV boring, 
fextbooks are boring. Right rfow 
' ^'re reading essays - that's 
boring because I think thee^ were 
written for someone with bigger 
vocabulajry. Like reading novels, 
though. * 

* Don't object to much of*n\y school 
work. If my English assignment is 
one I don't ]ike« then I have hard 
time doing it. Like %&say on 
book I may hiie just read. Some- 
times teacher aSks for more than 
anyone could ever hope to cover. 

Vrench - filling in blinks on 
wocicsheets. 

English -.reading o»k. but don't** 
/like teacjier^ Gives own views, 
sets clown outline and has you 
swer j^uestions. Contradicts 
viewpoint. , 



V 



French because I get flustered and 
really have to work. There is so much 
.to learn. _Don*t have na^tural talent, 
*^ 

, j;hem IS too hard. Learning easy 
"^^jyaas and keeping up with it. 

Math h;)mework. Reading books. 

Can't really get into reading unless 

Its something I like. Don't re- 
_ member things I hav^ to rfiad. When 
^ Tmvforced to, I do. Actually very 

little of n\y day goes into this. *" 

Granxnar - don't like it. Can write 
'things down automatically but I 
can't tell you iv its a verb or noun or 
why its there. Teachers pick out a 
book and give you 2 weeks to read it. 
Teacher kegps saying some things are 
symbolic and they never tell you why. 
Don't like laning. 

Hath when I don't know what I'm doing 
and have to ask someone what^s going'on. 

Reading. Its becoming increasingly^ 
- hard for me. Usld^to read a lot but* 
I read very slow and now I av6ld 
reading. My mind wanders and its too 
hard concentrate. 

Writing essays because I don't know 
how. For histor^^ou do a lot. , 
Tricky tests in ^i story. Learn f9r 
test an<i then -forget. Why does 
teacher trick, you? It shouldn't be 
graded. . ^ 







1 ({ue$t1on 14 (con*t) ^ 




Highly. Gifted (6r. 11) 


Comparison Group 


Writing expository papers, fnglish 
not best subject. Don' t seem 
• ^ freely. 


* * 


\ , Lab writeups - long term projects, 
\ P*® projects for English. « 
/V Preparing oral df panel discuss - 
ions. Usually on? person gets , 
hooked into the whole thing and ' 
you don't really say anything more 
profound than if you'had a class 
discussion. 


1 


A. English is boring right now. We're 
Into vocabulary and things like 
i ?i sjrople and . 
reaJ* ^ literature, like to 




/ f Copying something or plugging in X. 
the formula Is easy. Reading 
^ history is different, have to keep 
niy wind on it* Half of iny classes 
are just copying and plugging in 
answers.' 


* 


English. You learn grauroar in 
junior high and. they keep on 
giving it to you. They think you 
forgot Mt. Make you analyze 
stories which are irrelevant. _ 
V Spend one period of day doing 
this. 


History anS English. Writlill 
essays emd discussing philoso- 
phies ti^Tfls me off. I don't see 
the purpiile of literary analysis. 
Its ok to write fluent English 
and-all Jbut in histor^ there is 
a ^ot or infonnation I won't be 
* using. 


■. } 


* ' » 


« » 


• 








• ^: •■ . . 

) ■ > - . 




ERIC • 


. ■< f 89 • • 



• IF YOU COULD HAVE WW KIND OF SIT\]ATI0N AT SCHOOL m STTlL GET CREDIT. V*WT 
WOULD YOU ASK FOR? ^ 



Highly Gifted (Gr. U) 



Place Vlttle more vaige on 
Individual tal^nts^ Instead of 
boring humdrum Engpsh or math, 
have computer class or class where 
people could learn enough ju^t to 
do Income tax. I couldn't^J-^wk 
in alterpeftive school. Have 
trouble^p^elng myself but s\y 
sisterfgets credit for taking 
her dog for a walk. 

Mot so much English. Been a 
waste of tine for me. ^If you 
want to write poetry or read 
stories, you should be able to ^ 
take elective. Have expository 
writing earlier. •Eliminate stupid 
texts and teachers. 

/Exploratory Experiences^ Worked 
in lab - helped veterinarian. 
f<ice tofsee what an occjjpation is 
like be/ore you actually go ahead 
on it/ Mice to get outside and 
sit oft grass once in a while. 
ConsbHne learnlfig and fun, IJke 
choir invited to LA. There are 
lots of, things you*cao',t learn 
in school - have to experience 
theffl. 

, First ilhpulse is to t^ke vacation. 
Then I would probably come back • 
' '«nd do what I'm doing now. More ^ 
' emphasis on occupational things. 
Right now there are too many 
solids. A gym you go to anytime; 
alee to have a* beach around; things 
- wSuld be pretty similar but I'm 
sure I would get bored with any- 
thing else pretty quickly. 

Get someone who could help me 
with drama. They could show nft 
how to act and how to perform 
in front of people. Probably 
spend all day working on drama and 
music. Like to read. too. 

I wouia like more Bii>log[y. We 
should have time to do what we 
want. Jook biology last year 
and now there isn't any 'more. 



comparison Group 



Like exploratory experiences but it ' 
doesn't workout for me. Alternative 
school too uEtructured. Ti^ed it and 
learned nothing. Have "funner" classes. 
Maybe requirements to get to college 
should be changed. You don't have time 
for fun classes when you have to take 
required college ones.' 

Like in England. Testing where its not ^ 
all that'imporUnt to do homework every 
night. Tested on material and if you 
JciiOH it, you pass. ' ' 

Short, narrow subject classes. 4-week , 
stu(ly in depth. HavemanV topics to* 
choose from. Take as much time as needed. 
If you're discussing and hell rings, stay 
and continue discussing/l'd T)ike not * 
to have to hassle with /attendance office 
about missing classes.^ 

Police work with exploratory experiences. 
Given more choices, students pick 
how^long their day shouW bef Large 
scAle alternative school - ^insrtr type. 
Some structured classes for those kids 
who learn better that way. Places to 
go when you need help. 

''Building sonjething. Geometry classes 
\should be able to plan baseball diamond 
or something like that. Get exposure , 
to it and then ypu would learn. Do it 
instead of-hearihg it. 

Living in different conrnunities." Learn 
about survival in xJifferent places. 
Live off the land; learn about seacoast, 
mountains, etc. Learn to farm, live in. 
San Fraftcisco. Go to Mexico if you're 
.learning Spanish. I!d like t9 work 
at a zoo. 

Pick one subject and learn 1 t completely. 
Way It IS now you spread yourself too 
thin. If you direct all your energy to 
rfne goal, thidk it would te better. 



1, thiijk it ' 
that travels 



School that travels around the eountry. 
Talk to different people. This school 
is^tty good; pretty hard to set up 
.fptfrdfc^situation. I get T lot put of 
the ^"sses I like. 
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